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SUMMER.  1986 


Here  Once  The  Embattled  Farmers  Stood... 


2y  1  owe 
of 

Society  Jor  United  Statpa  (Commemorat  i  ue  (Coins,  3nc. 

Reuiaed  tflarch  15,  1335 


Article  1:  Name 


1.  ahe  name  of  tfyia  nonprofit  corporation  shall  be  the  Society  Jor 
United  Statea  (Commemorat i ue  (Coins,  3nc. 

2.  ahe  corporation  shall  be  generally  referred  to  aa  1 1? e  (Commemo- 
ratiue  Society. 


Article  2:  Purposes  and  (Dbiectiues 


1.  an  promote  t Ij e  collecting  and  appreciation  of,  and  knowledge 
pertaining  to,  U.S.  commemorat i ue  coina  and  aelected  related  U.S.  medala. 

2.  (La  foater  foruma,  meetinga,  and  exhibitions  concerning  U.S. 
commemorat  iuea  (and  aelected  medala),  which  enhance  knowledge  in  grading, 
cataloging,  and  rarity  determination. 

3.  ao  prouide  a  aupport  network,  which  will  be  defined  aa  tfyoap 
mediuma  of  information  diaaeminat inn  hereinafter  named: 

a.  Education  will  bp  auppnrtpd  by  a  resource  library  con¬ 
taining  banka ,  tapea,  films,  pamphlets,  and  other  reanurce 
related  materials  for  use  by  all  members  and  the  general 
publ i c . 

b.  Education  will  be  supported  by  the  organization  by  a 
listing  of  resources  iljat  are  auailable. 

c.  Education  will  be  supported  by  diatribution  of  current 
information  about  U.S.  commemnratiue  coina  in  the  estab¬ 
lished  numismatic  media. 

4.  an  do  any  and  all  things  abnue,  and  in  addition,  do  other  auch 
thinga  that  are  neceaaary,  incidental,  and  proper  to  carry  out  the  purposes 
of  the  Snc i ety . 


Article  3:  fflemberahip 

1.  ahere  shall  be  three  claaa i f i cat iona  of  membership: 

1.  Regular  iHemberahip 

2.  Eife  iflemberahip 

3.  3uninr  {flemberahip 

2.  Regular  membership  shall  be  open  to  all  persona  eighteen  (IS) 
yeara  of  age  or  older  of  good  moral  and  ethical  character. 


3.  Rife  memberBb ip  alkali  be  open  to  all  paranna  eighteen  (13)  yaara 
of  age  nr  older.  Rife  memberabip  can  ba  bealnwed  only  on  f I7 a  unanimoua  ap- 
proual  of  all  incumbant  nfficara. 

4.  3unior  memberabip  ahall  ba  opan  to  all  indiuiduala  of  good 
character  who  ara  leaa  than  eighteen  (IS)  yaara  of  aga. 

5.  Regular,  life,  and  junior  mambara  ouar  the  aga  of  tuialua  (12) 
yaara  ahall  baue  full  uoling  righta  and  tba  right  to  puraua  officea  in  the 
Society,  although  ouch  iuninr  mambara  may  puraua  only  the  office  of  \Joung 
Numiamatiat  (yN)  Reprea entat i ue . 

5.  Each  paraon  daairing  to  bacoma  a  member  of  the  -Society  ahall 
make  written  application  to  the  aacratary  of  tba  Society  atating  full  name, 
addraaa,  aga,  and  telephone  number  (optional),  and  muat  ba  andoraad  by  a 
Society  member  in  good  atanding.  Acceptance  for  memberabip  ahall  ba  made 
upon  approual  of  the  application  by  any  two  officera. 

7.  All  paraana  who  became  mambara  of  the  Society  during  1933  a ball 
ba  charter  mambara. 

3.  After  1933,  aa  each  member  ia  enrolled,  1}b/b\}£  ahall  ba  prouided 
a  ntentberahip  number,  memberabip  card,  and  a  copy  of  the  bylawa. 

9.  3uninr  mambara,  upon  attaining  the  aga  of  eighteen  (13)  yeara, 
may  bacoma  regular  mambara.  Hauing  properly  tranaf erred  tn  regular  memberabip. 
they  will  retain  their  junior  memberabip  number  with  0  3A-number  deaignatinn 
on  their  memberabip  card. 

ID.  She  incumbent  officera  ahall  reuiew  the  Snciaty  memberabip  liat 
during  their  one  (1)  year  tenure  to  uncertain  the  continued  eligibility  of 
each  member. 

11.  Any  member  not  exerciaing  moral  and  ethical  character  ahall  h^ua 
hia/her  continued  eligibility  for  memberabip  decided  by  a  uote  of  the  mainrity 
of  incumbent  officera. 


Article  4:  ©fficera 


1.  (The  officera  of  the  Society  ahall  be:  (1)  preaident,  (2)  Pice 
Preaident,  (3)  Secretary,  (4)  Sreaaurer,  (5)  program  Sh" i rperaon ,  (E)  publicity 
(fhairperaon,  (7)  SNewaletter  Editor,  and  (3)  y-N  Repreaentaii ue . 

2.  (The  officera  ahall  haue  full  power  to  act  for  the  Society  on 
mattera  of  importance  and  intereat.  She  preaident  may  appoint  a  ebairperaon (b ) 
for  apecial  dutiea  or  euenta,  which  dutiea  do  not  conflict  with  the  normal 
functiona  of  the  other  officera.  She  preaence  of  four  (4)  of  the  nfficara  ahall 
ennatitute  a  quorum  for  the  tranaaction  of  buainaaa.  Each  officer  ahall  haue 
one  (1)  uote  with  a  majnritg  of  uotea  needed  for  approual. 

3.  She  preaident  ahall  preaide  at  all  acheduled  memberabip  meelinga 
and  all  meatinga  of  the  nfficara.  She  preaident  ahall  baup  general  auper- 
uiaion  nuer  the  Snciaty'a  affaira. 

4.  She  uice  preaident  ahall  baue  full  authority  in  the  abarnrr  of 
the  preaident  and  ahall  promote  Society  memberabip. 


5.  illje  aecretary  alkali  keep  an  official  record  of  all  meefinga. 
Society  proceedinya,  and  memberaljip  liata.  All  pertinent  recorda  aljall  be 
retained  for  Ijiatorical  reference.  Dutiea  include  Society  correapondence 
and  membrraljip  meeting  notification. 

5.  (Tfy e  treaaurer  aljall  collect  and  expend  all  moniea  of  tlje  Society 
All  expenditurea  ouer  $59.99  aljall  be  approued  by  1 4 e  majority  of  tije  afficera 
A  financial  report  mill  be  poruided  at  all  afficera'  meefinga  and  general  mern- 
beraljip  meefinga  if  requeated. 

?.  alje  program  cljairperaan  mill  manage  foruma,  meefinga,  exljibi- 
tiona.  etc.,  aa  approurd  by  tlje  majority  of  f lj e  afficera.  3n  general,  f 4 i a 
officer  mill  determine  and  recommend  to  tlje  officera  fljaae  actiuitiea  m4 i c4 
beat  acljieue  f 4 e  objectiuea  of  1 4 e  Society.  fflljen  approued,  1 4 ^  program  cljair- 
peraon  mill  rnork  cloaely  rnitlj  1 4 ^  atljer  afficera  to  acljieue  maximum  aucceaa 
in  1 4 e  approued  actiuitiea. 

9.  (Tlje  publicity  cljairperaon  aljall  iaaue  all  publicity  releaaea  to 
maior  numiamatic  publicationa  and  alkali  mark  mi  fly  tlje  uice  preaidenf  in  mem- 
beralj  ip- dri  ue  actiuitiea  and  mi  f4  *4?  program  cljairperaan  in  approued  Society 
actiuitiea.  3n  general,  1 4 i a  officer  al jail  engage  in  actiuitiea  mljiclj  giue 
tlje  Society  a  4 i 94  profile. 

9.  illje  nemaletter  editor  aljall  compile  tlje  quarterly  publication 
of  tlje  Society,  mljiclj  publication  aljall  contain  no  aduerf iaemenfa  or  inueat- 
ment  "Ijype." 

111.  alje  \JN  repreaenf at i ue  aljall  repreaent  tlje  junior  memberaljtp  in 
all  Society  actiuitiea  and  aljall  foater  and  promote  jJN  programa/meetinga . 
aljia  officer  aljall  encourage  ’JN  participation  and  memberaljip  and  counael  tlje 
ntljer  afficera  rnitlj  reapect  to  tlje  preceding  mattera. 


Article  5:  Duea 


1.  alje  regular  memberaljip  duea  aljall  be  Jifteen  Qollara  ($15.99) 
annually,  due  and  payable  at  tlje  annual  meeting  of  tlje  American  Numiamatic 
Aaaociation  (ANA)  (Conuention.  £ife  membera  aljall  pay  a  one-time  fee  of  aljree 
Hundred  Jifty  Dollara  (-$359.1111).  fflembera  admitted  at  any  time  otljer  tljan  tlje 
annual  ANA  (Conuention  mill  pay  full  ualue  for  memberaljip,  mljtclj  mill  require 
renemal  at  tlje  next  annual  ANA  (Conuention.  3uniar  member  duea  are  Jiue 
Haliara  ($5.99)  annually. 

2.  fflembera  muat  renern  memberaljipB  mifljin  tljirfy  (39)  daya  follom- 
ing  tlje  annual  ANA  (fonuentian  to  be  conaidered  aa  acfiue  membera.  paat  mem¬ 
bera  (atill  in  good  atanding)  may  be  reinafated  by  paying  duea  for  tlje 
current  year. 


Article  fi:  flleefinga 


1.  ulje  regular  annual  meeting  aljall  be  Ijeld  at  eaclj  annual  ANA 
(fonuention  a  a  indicated  on  tlje  ANA  program  (normally  pubiietjed  in  tlje  ANA 
magazine,  (Tlje  Numiamat iaf )  .  Special  notice  of  tljia  regular  meeting  may  or 
may  not  be  mailed  to  tlje  memberaljip. 


Special  meefinga,  foruma,  or  exljibitiona  may  be  aponanred  aa 


dprntpd  nprraaary  In  artyipup  ttyp  &nripty*a  nbiprtiura.  Spatial  nntirp  may  bp 
rnntainrd  in  numiamatir  pappra,  magarinpa  and/nr  inurnala;  nr  appcial  mambar- 
fltyip  nnticpa  may  bp  mailad  In  ttyp  mambpratyip  aa  datarminad  by  ttyp  nfficpra  of 
t tj p  Snriaty. 


Artirlp  7:  Elartinna 


1.  Elartinn  of  Snriaty  nffitara  atyall  bp  typld  annually,  rnitty  nnmi- 
natinn  by  and  frnm  f Ij p  antira  unting  mpmbaratyip  at  largp.  atyp  alatp  of  nomi- 
natpd  nfftnpra  mill  bp  prnuidad  tn  all  unting  mpntbpra  aa  a  ballnt  fnr  a 
gpnpral  plpntinn.  Earty  unting  mpntbpr  mill  tyaua  nnp  (1)  untp  nn  party  plpctiup 
nfficp.  atyp  pprann  rprpiuing  ttyp  rnnat  untpa  fnr  party  nffirp  mill  bp  alprtpd. 
3n  raap  nf  a  tip,  a  simple  tnaa  nf  a  rnin  at  ttyp  annual  mppting  mill  aarua 
tn  brpak  ttyp  tip. 


Artirlp  B:  'Uaranriaa 


1.  3n  ttyp  PUPnt  a  uaranry  nrrura  in  any  nf  ttyp  plprtad  nffirpa 
nttypr  ttyan  praaidant,  ttyp  nttypr  nffirpra  mill  appnint  a  mpntbpr  tn  arrup  in 
ityat  pnaitinn  until  ttyp  npxt  annual  piartinn. 

2.  atyp  uirp  praaidant  atyall  rnnup  intn  ttyp  uarant  nffirp  nf  ttyp 

praa idant . 

Artirlp  9: _ Spruri  ty 


1.  All  fnruma,  mpptinga,  and  pxtyibitinna  mtyprp  rnin  diapiaya  arp 
apnnanrpd  by  ttyp  Snriaty  mill  bp  typld  undpr  ttyp  aprurity  blankpt  nf  a  mainr 
rnin  atynm.  3n  aurty  purnta  ttyp  Snriaty  mill  makp  aduanrp  aprurity  arranga- 
mpnta  mitty  ttyp  mainr  rnin  atynm  apnnanra  tn  inaurp  prnppr  aprurity  tnnrdina- 
tinn  and  prntartinn.  (Ttyp  nnmtal  aprurity  ruipa  nf  ttyp  mainr  atynm  mill  apply 
tn  ppranna  rntyn  diaplay  ttypir  ualuablpa.  Sprurity  bpfnrp  and  aftpr  diaplaying 
arp  ttyp  rpapnna ib i 1 i ty  nf  ttyp  nmnpr(a). 

2.  Auailability  nf  diaplay  raapa,  ligtyting,  aparp,  and  Inratinn 
mill  bp  dptprminpd  by  ttyp  Snriaty.  atyp  Snriaiy  mill  diaapminatp  ttyia  data  tn 
ppranna  rntyn  pptitinn  ttyp  Snriaty  fnr  diaplaying  cnina,  mpdaia,  and  rrlatpd 
ualuablpa . 


3.  atyp  Snriaty  mill  pxprriap  prnppr  diiigpnrp  in  prntprting  dia- 
playpd  matprial;  tynmpupr,  ttyp  Snriaty  rannnt  up  typld  rpapnnaiblp  fnr  Iubbpb 
bpynnd  ita  rnntrnl  (i.p.  firP,  parttyquakp,  tnrnadn,  armpd  rnbbpry,  ptr.). 

4.  atyp  aptfinna  undpr  ttyia  Artirlp  9  apply  papprially  tn  Snriaty 

mpmbpra . 

Artirlp  IB:  Ampndntpnta 

1.  Bylama  may  ba  ampndpd  at  any  rpgular  mppting  nf  ttyp  Snrirty  by 
a  mainrity  untp  nf  a  qunrum  nf  mpmbpra.  JJrnpnard  ampndmpnta  tn  ttyrap  bylama 
atyall  bp  prPBPnlad  at  ttyp  bpginning  nf  ttyp  rpgular  mppting. 

2.  Ampndmpnta  tn  ttyp  byiarna  atyall  bp  furniatypd  tn  all  artiur 


mpmbpra . 
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President  -  Frank  DuVall  Vice  President  -  Anthony  Swiatek 
Secretary  -  Helen  Carmody  Treasurer  -  Don  Carmody 
Program  Chairperson  -  Gene  Neel  Publicity  Chairperson  -  Ralph  Langham 

Newsletter  Editor  -  Ray  Mercer 
Appointed  Positions:  Graphics  Consultant  -  Bob  Lloyd 

Historian  -  Charles  Ricard  ANA  Club  Rep  -  Frank  DuVall 

Current  Society  Mailing  Address:  P.0.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 
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Vo'oV  The  Editorial  Line  *** 


by  Ray  Mercer,  Newsletter  Editor,  Member  // 20,  CT 
Another  Great  Cover  Story. . . 

Many  of  you  may  recall  Joe  Wesp's  (R-110,  NJ)  fascinating  article  based  upon  his  trip  to 
Antietam  Bridge  and  Gettysburg  which  appeared  in  the  Fall,  1986  edition  of  TCT .  Not 
only  did  Joe  provide  us  with  a  story  that  was  fun  to  read,  but  it  went  on  to  remind  us 
that  the  history  connected  with  each  and  every  Commemorative  is  not  merely  limited  to 
the  pages  of  a  book  or  simply  frozen  forever  upon  the  relief  of  a  cold  disk  of  metal. 
The  never  ending  history  of  our  nation  is  indeed  a  living  story  you  can  actually  visit, 
see,  and  touch  -  both  on  a  physical  and  emotional  level! 

In  this  issue  of  TCT,  Mike  Garofalo  (R-792,  NH)  has  been  kind  enough  to  share  with  us 
his  trip  to  Lexington  and  Concord.  The  story  that  unfolds  is  not  only  rich  with  the 
numismatic  history  of  the  Lexington-Concord  half  dollar,  but  reveals  some  insights  into 
our  founding  fathers'  struggle  to  gain  their  independence.  I  would  now  like  to  thank 
Mike  for  this  novel  and  fascinating  project.  Not  only  is  it  highly  educational  and  fun 
to  read,  but  it  serves  to  remind  us  what  collecting  commemorat ives  is  all  about! 

Take  Note  -  An  Apology  Is  Due  Valerie  Olander  (LM-10,  MN)!... 

In  a  rush  to  get  the  last  issue  out,  a  major  keypunching  blunder  was  made  by  your 
Editor!  Case  in  point  -  under  the  list  of  candidates  slated  to  appear  on  the  ballot,  I 
forgot  to  list  Valerie  Olander  as  a  candidate  for  PROGRAM  CHAIRPERSON.  If  that  wasn't 
bad  enough,  and  since  I  never  make  a  mistake  in  a  small  way,  I  also  incorrectly  listed 
Charlie  Boyd  &  Maurice  Rosen  as  running  for  that  seat  when  they  are  in  fact  seeking  the 
office  of  PUBLICITY  CHAIRPERSON!  As  your  ballot  indicates,  Valerie  is  running  unopposed 
for  the  PROGRAM  position  and  I  hope  she  forgives  my  major  foul-up!  Thank  goodness  she 
brought  this  error  to  my  attention  by  tossing  a  folding  chair  at  me  during  the  last  Long 
Beach  Convention!  Valerie,  please  forgive  me  -  my  computer  only  has  a  high  school 
education ! 


Election  Time! 


Along  with  this  newsletter,  you  will  discover  your  official.  Society  Election  Ballot  and  Envelope  -  please  put 
them  to  good  use!  This  year,  we  have  a  record  number  of  people  seeking  office  and  YOUR  vote  is  needed  to  insure 
the  continued  success  of  our  organization!  PLEASE  take  the  time  to  vote!  Not  only  is  it  your  responsibility, 
but  it’s  also  your  DUTY! 


Why  Is  Voting  So  Important? 

Hey,  let's  face  it  -  not  everyone  in  this  world  has  the  greatest  respect  for  the  election  process!  Just  take  a 
look  at  some  of  the  Central  and  South  American  countries!  In  many  cases,  the  number  of  automatic  weapons  a 
candidate  possesses  carries  far  more  weight  than  the  actual  number  of  favorable  votes  he  receives.  Fortunately, 
the  Commemorative  Society  is  run  by  the  democratic  process  and  we  all  have  an  EQUAL  say  in  respect  to  who  are 
elected  officials  should  be  -  regardless  of  the  extent  of  our  own  personal  firepower!  By  not  voting,  you  are 
ignoring  your  rights  as  a  member  of  our  club.  Don't  let  other  people  dictate  your  future  -  lend  a  hand  in  the 
election  process  and  vote  today! 

Dilemma  -  How  Can  I  Vote  For  People  I  Don't  "Know"? 

As  you  are  aware,  we  are  a  far  flung  organization  with  members  scattered  throughout  all  fifty  states.  Many  of 
you  have  never  gained  the  opportunity  to  meet  all  of  the  candidates.  Some  of  you  may  say  to  yourself,  "What's 
the  use  of  voting  for  this  or  that  office?  I  don't  know  qny  of  the  candidates!" 

Well,  if  you  are  pondering  this  problem,  do  not  despair  as  I  have  a  valid  suggestion  for  you!  In  our  nation's 
Presidential  elections,  very  few  of  us  have  an  opportunity  to  take  a  quick  lunch  with  the  candidates  and  learn 
their  thoughts  on  the  pressing  issues  at  hand  -  yet  we  usually  end  up  voting  for  one  of  them  anyway!  Our 
decision  is  based  upon  our  own  personal  perception  of  their  election  statements,  platform,  and  the  news 
coverage  that  they  receive.  After  we  study  this  information  and  weigh  it  against  our  own  personal  beliefs,  we 
slip  behind  the  magic  curtain  and  pull  the  appropriate  lever. 

For  many  of  you,  the  Society's  election  really  isn't  that  much  different  -  except  in  this  case  your  elected 
officials  do  not  have  the  ability  to  start  a  nuclear  war!  Therefore,  I  suggest  you  STUDY  each  candidate's 
election  statement  and  determine  if  his/her  PLANS  FOR  OUR  FUTURE  appeal  to  you  as  a  member  of  our  club!  If  you 
have  any  old  copies  of  this  newsletter,  try  to  skim  through  them  to  see  the  candidates'  ACTUAL  record  of 
helpful  deeds  done  in  the  way  of  recruitments,  donations,  articles.  Letters  to  the  Editor,  and  general  concern 
for  our  organization. 


The  Power  Of  Abstention 

There  are  four  offices  (five  for  juniors)  that  represent  candidates  who  are  running  unopposed  for  office.  Even 
in  this  case,  why  not  study  the  candidate  and  make  your  decision  from  there?  If  you  are  not  impressed  or 
reasonably  sure  of  the  candidate  -  simply  "Abstain"  or  list  a  VALID  "Write  In"  (non-members  are  invalid).  If  an 
officer  receives  a  large  percentage  (20%  or  better)  of  these  voter  options,  the  message  will  come  across  loud 
and  clear  that  additional  work  is  needed  in  his/her  department. 

A  Society  First  -  A  Referendum  Is  Included  On  Your  Ballot! 

Along  with  the  list  of  candidates  is  an  important  referendum.  It  asks  the  question  -  "Do  you  think  the 
newsletter  should  be  mailed  Bulk  rate  or  3rd  Class  with  a  yearly,  additional  charge  of  $5  to  those  who  desire 
First  Class  handling"? 

In  other  words  -  should  the  newsletter  be  automatically  mailed  out  Bulk  Rate  or  3rd  Class,  or  should  we 
continue  to  post  it  via  First  Class?  Mike  Levinson  (R-705,  TX)  made  this  suggestion  to  your  officers  and  we 
felt  that  the  ultimate  decision  should  be  left  up  to  YOU  -  the  membership!  There  are  some  definite  pro's  and 
con's  to  this  issue,  so  let's  review  them.... 
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Pro's  -  the  major  advantage  to  Bulk  Rate  or  3rd  Class  is  that  we  would  save  hundreds  of  dollars  per  quarter  in 
postage  cost!  Mike  Levinson  also  included  the  idea  that  members  still  desiring  first-class  handling  could  pay 
an  additional  $5  a  year  to  maintain  this  service.  Therefore,  dues  would  be  $20  per  club  year  for  those  desiring 
first-class  handling  under  this  ruling.  The  concept  being,  of  course,  the  money  saved  could  be  applied  towards 
expanding  our  educational  services  and  upgrading  the  quality  of  paper  used  for  this  publication. 

Con's  -  to  be  totally  honest,  I  must  remind  you  that  this  would  significantly  effect  the  delivery  of  your 
newsletter.  Due  to  the  convoluted  design  of  the  U.S.  Postal  mailing  routes  -  some  of  you  could  expect  to 
receive  your  newsletter  in  three  or  four  days  to  all  the  way  up  to  two  or  three  weeks  -  and  everything  in 
between.  The  unfortunate  aspect  to  this  type  of  service  is  its  general  lack  of  consistency  in  delivery  time. 
This  would  necessitate  future  mailings  of  a  dated  nature  (i.e.  schedules  of  meetings,  election  ballots,  etc.) 
to  be  mailed  under  separate,  first-class,  cover  to  insure  prompt  delivery. 

Referendum  Summary 

MAIN  QUESTION:  Can  we  now  AFFORD  to  keep  posting  out  the  newsletter  via  first-class?  ANSWER:  Yes  -  thanks  to 
those  of  you  who  have  helped  to  sign  up  almost  500  new  members  (500  x  $15  =  $7,500!)  over  this  last  year!  Now 
that  we  are  almost  a  1,000  members  strong  ($15  x  1,000  =  $15,000),  the  1986-87  club  year  will  experience  far 
less  financial  pressures  due  to  our  amazing  increase  in  membership.  Now  you  know  one  of  the  reasons  WHY  signing 
up  a  member  is  so  important!  By  greatly  increasing  the  membership  rolls,  we  have  finally  gained  the  ability  to 
keep  the  individual  costs  of  each  member  down  and  escape  constant  financial  pressure  as  a  whole.  However,  we 
can  ALWAYS  use  the  additional  funds  -  so  the  choice  is  yours!  Vote  "YES"  for  automatic  bulk  rate  -  Vote  "NO"  to 
maintain  our  CURRENT,  first-class  handling. 

You  Have  A  Stamped  Envelope  -  Why  Not  Use  It? 

After  you  have  reviewed  the  candidates  and  checked  your  choices,  simply  place  your  ballot  inside  the  OFFICIAL 
BALLOT  ENVELOPE  and  drop  it  in  any  mailbox!  At  this  time  I  would  like  to  thank  LONNIE  &  ROGER  CAZIN  (R-454  & 
R-855,  WY)  for  graciously  accepting  the  responsibility  of  being  our  official  ballot  counters!  Counting  our 
votes  is  NOT  an  easy  task  and  they  deserve  our  sincere  gratitude  for  their  thoughtfulness!  Last  year  there  were 
317  votes  cast  and  this  year  we  are  expecting  upwards  to  600,  so  give  these  two  wonderful  people  a  break  and 
mail  EARLY! 


Rules  &  Regulations! 

Check  only  ONE  candidate  per  office  or  your  vote  will  be  voided!  All  ballots  MUST  BE  POSTMARKED  BY  JULY  23rd, 
1986  -  no  exceptions  -  no  excuses!  You  must  mail  your  ballot  in  via  your  OFFICIAL  BALLOT  ENVELOPE  or  your  vote 
will  be  voided  -  no  exceptions  -  no  excuses!  There  is  no  need  to  list  your  name  or  membership  number  on  the 
ballot  -  your  vote  is  "secret"  and  all  numbered  envelopes  have  been  distributed  at  random!  COMPLETE  ELECTION 
RESULTS  WILL  BE  PRINTED  IN  THE  NEXT  ISSUE  OF  TCT!  Please  read  your  ballot  for  further  instructions. 

Our  Future  Is  Now  In  Your  Hands! 


Please  -  VOTE!  By  doing  so,  you  will  not  only  exercise  your  rights,  but  you  will  be  taking  an  important  hand  in 
our  future!  We  are  a  democratic  Society  and  as  far  as  I  know  -  Frank  DuVall  isn't  leaving  office  with  600  pairs 
of  shoes!  YOUR  voice  is  needed  as  if  you  don't  care  enough  to  vote  -  why  should  other  people  care  enough  to 
assume  the  responsibility  of  running  our  club?  Now,  let's  take  a  look  at  the  candidates  and  see  what  they  have 
to  say. . . . 


Here's  an  interesting 
presentation  holder! 
Nobody  knows  for  sure, 
but  Anthony  Swiatek  seems 
to  think  it  is  for  a 
Columbian  Expo  coin! 
Courtesy  of  Dick  Lawless, 
R-296,  AZ.  Why  not  write 
the  bank? 


For  PRESIDENT. . . 


Helen  Carmody,  R-7,  CA  -  (Dealer) 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  nominated  me  for  President,  as  I  consider  the  nomination  itself  to  be  a 
great  honor.  As  many  of  you  are  aware,  our  Society  means  very  much  to  me  and  I'm  proud  to  be  one  of  the 
candidates  for  this  illustrious  office. 

Although  not  an  officer  in  1983-84,  I,  nevertheless,  had  great  faith  in  our  potential.  Sincerely  believing  in 
the  purpose  of  our  combined  efforts,  I  devoted  my  full  energies  toward  helping  the  Society  become  a  respected 
entity  among  the  longer-established  numismatic  organizations.  Operating  on  a  "one  to  one"  basis,  I  publicized 
our  objectives  as  an  educational  group  dedicated  to  the  dissemination  of  knowledge,  education,  and  enjoyment  of 
commemoratives . 

Although  we  were  just  a  fledgling  group  of  concerned  collectors  and  dealers  in  those  days,  your  care  and 
enthusiasm  made  it  possible  for  me.  to  personally  recruit  hundreds  of  members!  I  would  now  like  to  thank  all  of 
YOU  for  proving  that  my  efforts  were  dedicated  to  a  good  cause  and  as  your  President  -  I  promise  to  promote  our 
club  with  the  same  enthusiasm  I  have  shown  all  of  these  years. 

As  your  Secretary  for  two  consecutive  terms,  I  have  acquired  quite  a  storehouse  of  experience  that  would  be 
invaluable  to  any  President!  At  one  time  or  another,  I  have  had  to  apply  myself  to  a  wide  variety  of  tasks. 
This  has  included  -  chairing  &  coordinating  meetings  in  the  absence  of  other  officers,  welcoming  &  processing 
each  new  member,  providing  our  Editor  with  the  information  for  each  Club  News  Department,  serving  as  a  liaison 
between  members  and  the  officers,  answering  your  questions,  distributing  the  newsletter,  and  a  multitude  of 
other  chores.  Although  it  hasn't  been  easy,  you  may  expect  the  same  hard  work  from  me  as  President  as  you  have 
shown  me  it  is  all  worthwhile! 

4, 

If  elected,  I  will  continue  to  promote  the  image  and  reputation  of  our  organization  as  I  have  done  in  the  past 
-  devoting  my  capabilities  and  energies  to  see  that  our  Society  commands  its  rightful  respect  and  status  in  the 
numismatic  community.  Together,  we  will  continue  to  foster  its  growth  and  development  as  a  positive  educational 
tool  for  the  benefit  of  all  our  members. 


Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.,  R-254,  TX  -  (Dealer) 

Our  Society  has  come  a  long  way  under  the  capable  leadership  of  our  past  officers.  We  have  never  lost  sight  of 
our  initial  objective  which  was  to  promote  the  joys  of  Commemorative  collecting.  If  I  am  elected  President,  I 
will  continue  to  expand  our  membership.  I  will  make  an  exerted  effort  to  bring  more  educational  projects  to  our 
membership  via  written  articles,  expanding  our  meetings  to  include  some  regional  shows  not  currently  having 
meetings,  encourage  others  to  share  their  knowledge  and  love  for  Commemoratives.  I  will  use  my  national 
reputation  to  promote  Commemoratives  and  our  Society  religiously.  Our  Society  contains  many  tools,  and  like  a 
master  craftsman,  I  will  use  these  tools  to  build  a  foundation  from  which  our  Society  will  prosper  and  grow. 

My  competition  is  formidable  and  truthfully,  if  I  wasn't  running  for  the  office  myself,  I  too  would  vote  for 
Helen.  But,  like  a  long  relay  race,  it's  time  for  someone  else  to  carry  the  ball  for  awhile  and  I  hope  you  will 
honor  me  with  your  vote. 


For  VICE  PRESIDENT... 

Dick  Armstrong,  LM-2,  CA  -  (Dealer) 

If  ever  there  exists  a  numismatic  organization  that  truly  blends  the  collector  and  dealer  together,  it  is  the 
Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  It  is  completely  void  of  commercial  aspect.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  very 
healthy.  It  brings  together  the  novice  collector  and  the  connoisseur,  the  most  knowledgeable  dealer  with  the 
dealer  who  has  limited  knowledge  and  expertise  on  the  subject,  all  sharing  ideas  and  experience  to  the  benefit 
of  all.  This  concept  should  be  advanced. 

If  elected  I  would  strive  for  the  following  -  1.)  A  numismatic  library  of  no  equal  on  U.S.  Commemoratives,  2.) 
The  encouragement  of  young  Numismatists  to  be  part  of  the  Society,  3.)  Further  recognition  of  the  Society  in 
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Numismatic  circles.  4.)  A  feasibility  study  on  having  a  special  commemorative  day  in  conjunction  with  a  major 
coin  show,  also  the  feasibility  of  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  putting  on  its  own  show. 

I  do  not  take  this  honor  of  running  for  VP  lightly.  If  elected,  I  expect  to  roll  up  my  sleeves  and  go  to  work. 
Thanks  to  the  dedication  and  hard  work  of  others,  we  all  have  a  numismatic  organization  to  be  proud  of.  All  of 
us  together  can  only  make  it  better. 

My  qualifications  are  -  collector  for  15  years,  national  coin  dealer  6  years,  have  bought  and  sold  many  of  the 
very  best  commemoratives ,  but  most  of  all  -  my  love  for  U.S.  Commemoratives  coins. 

Jim  Carr,  R-323,  NH  -  (Dealer) 

I  am  running  for  this  office  because  I  believe  in  the  concept  of  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  Most 
of  the  people  I  have  met  in  this  organization  are  not  self-centered  or  selfish,  but  just  the  opposite  -  they 
are  extremely  helpful  with  sharing  their  knowledge.  It  is  a  good,  worthwhile  organization  with  many  people 
striving  to  learn  more  about  a  beautiful  area  of  numismatics.  The  emphasis  is  on  learning,  not  dollar  signs.  I 
have  been  involved  in  numismatics  since  I  was  10  years  old  and  have  a  true  love  for  the  hobby  -  especially 
U.S.  Commemoratives.  I  have  been  involved  in  the  Rare  Coin  business  full  time  for  the  last  15  years  and  hope 
to  devote  many  more  years  to  the  collecting  hobby. 

Bob  Colby,  R-94,  NY  -  (Collector) 

Like  most  of  you  -  I  am  not  an  expert.  I  joined  the  Society  to  increase  my  understanding  of  a  subject  very 
dear  to  me  -  Commemorative  Coins.  By  profession  I’m  a  dentist,  not  a  coin  dealer,  and  realistic  enough  to  know 
that  I  will  probably  never  acquire  the  knowledge  retained  by  most  of  the  other  candidates. 

So  WHY  should  Bob  Colby  be  the  VP  of  an  important  numismatic  organization?  My  answer  is  honest  -  "I  want  to 
prove  that  a  COLLECTOR  can  make  a  MAJOR  contribution  to  the  betterment  of  our  club!”  To  accomplish  this  goal,  I 
desperately  need  your  support!  I  am  not  a  nationally  known  coin  dealer  -  I’m  just  a  simple  collector  who  deeply 
loves  his  hobby  and  there  is  no  question  my  lack  of  visibility  makes  me  the  ’’underdog"  in  this  race. 

The  dealers  active  in  our  club  have  proved  that  they  really  care  about  providing  us  with  knowledge  in  a  fun, 
relaxed,  atmosphere!  Today’s  Society  is  a  glowing  symbol  of  their  success!  Now,  I  believe  it  is  time  for  at 
least  ONE  office  to  be  held  by  a  collector  so  we  can  show  our  appreciation  and  go  onto  prove  that  we  are  highly 
interested  in  making  things  better  too!  I  am  willing  to  do  the  work,  but  it  is  up  to  YOU  to  elect  me! 

As  VP,  I  will  -  take  time  off  from  my  practice  to  attend  all  the  major  meetings  (I  want  to  meet  as  many  of  you 
as  I  can!),  encourage  good  dealer/ consumer  relations  (we  should  ALL  pull  together  as  friends!),  be  the 
collector/ investor ' s  sounding  board  (write  me  with  your  praise,  ideas,  and  complaints  -  every  letter  will  be 
answered!),  help  increase  our  YN's  (they're  our  future!),  provide  even  MORE  education  through  seminars, 
meetings,  and  this  newsletter  (knowledge  is  our  BEST  asset!),  and  go  onto  increase  our  membership  rolls  (we 
must  be  strong  to  be  vital ! ) ! 

Although  I'm  only  a  collector,  I  want  to  help  build  our  club!  I'm  willing  to  work  my  tail  off,  but  I  need  your 
vote  to  do  it!  Through  my  own  experience,  I  understand  the  consumer's  needs.  Yes,  like  you,  I  made  all  those 
mistakes  in  the  beginning  and  will  probably  make  more  in  the  future!  Being  a  collector  is  a  constant  learning 
experience.  Please  allow  me  to  represent  the  col lector/ investor  and  work  with  all  the  wonderful  dealers  who 
are  investing  their  time  to  give  us  a  helping  hand! 

Steele  Eunson,  LM-4,  LA  -  (Dealer) 

I  regret  that  I  must  withdraw  from  the  VP  race  -  time  being  a  major  consideration.  As  you  know,  I  am  deeply 
involved  in  the  movement  to  see  the  ANA  institute  the  MS-64  grade,  and  that,  along  with  my  rigorous  show 
schedule  dictates  that  I  defer.  (Editor's  note:  Unfortunately,  Steele  contacted  me  with  this  decision  on  the 
day  my  newsletter  deadline  was  due  and  AFTER  950  election  ballots  had  already  been  printed!  Therefore,  his  name 
still  appears  on  your  ballot  and  any  votes  cast  in  his  favor  will  now  be  considered  a  "write-in”  vote  for 
Steele  Eunson.) 
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Remember  To  Pay  Your  Dues  -  Aug.  1st  Is  The  Start  Of  A  New  Club  Year! 


Mike  Fuljenz,  R-2,  LA  -  (Dealer) 


I'd  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Society  that  nominated  me  for  VP.  I  am  honored  to  be  considered  along  with 
such  other  fine  commem  lovers  for  this  prestigious  office.  My  dedication  to  the  Society  and  commemorative 
lovers  is  shown  by  the  following  actions  over  the  course  of  the  Society's  existence. 

1.)  Worked  with  Frank  DuVall  in  the  summer  of  1983,  flying  to  Huntsville,  AL,  to  make  the  Society  a  reality 
later  at  the  1983  ANA  convention.  2.)  First  Society  Publicity  Chairman  and  the  second  VP  of  the  Society.  3.) 
Sponsored  Junior  memberships  routinely  in  our  Society,  4.)  Donated  money  and  slide  sets  on  commemoratives  to 
the  Society.  5.)  Worked  with  Ken  Bressett  of  ANA  in  1985  to  make  sure  an  ANA  grading  guide  on  commemoratives 
was  done  by  our  Society  or  at  least  had  our  input.  6.)  Taught  and  lectured  on  commemoratives  at  ANA  seminars 
and  major  coin  shows  such  as  GNA,  GSNA,  GENA,  FUN,  and  ANA.  7.)  Have  had  numerous  articles  beneficial  to 
commemorative  lovers  and  the  Society  published  in  major  coin  publications.  8.)  Have  routinely  mentioned  the 
Society  and  the  advantages  of  such  to  commemorative  enthusiasts  I  meet  and  encouraged  joining  such.  9.)  Donated 
hundreds  of  my  commemorative  booklets  for  use  by  the  Society.  10.)  Worked  to  obtain  examples  of  whizzed  and 
counterfeit  commems  for  the  ANA  to  use  in  teaching,  purchasing  examples  when  necessary. 

Most  of  all  I  believe  being  an  officer  in  the  Society  allows  one  to  accomplish  more  for  the  Society  as  the 
Society  commands  more  and  more  respect  find  an  officer  can  use  this  to  the  Society's  benefit.  Especially  in  the 
matters  of  speaking  and  being  published,  being  an  officer  would  allow  me  to  let  our  Society's  great  name  be 
heard  by  more  people.  Please  help  us  all  and  vote  for  Mike  Fuljenz  for  VP. 

Ralph  Langham,  R-49,  CT  -  (Dealer) 

My  wife  was  more  than  pleased  when  she  found  out  that  I  had  turned  down  the  nomination  for  publicity  chairman. 
She  wasn't  too  happy  when  she  found  out  that  I  had  accepted  the  nomination  for  VP.  She  was  somewhat  content 
when  informed  at  the  Westchester  Coin  Club  dinner  that  VP's  of  most  clubs  don't  do  much,  they  just  want  the 
title,  it  helps  their  sales.  This  contentment  was  short-lived  however,  when  she  remembered  that  I  don't  deal  in 
commemoratives.  I  collect  them.  Therefore,  she  wanted  to  know  my  reasons  for  seeking  office.  The  following  is 
my  answer. . . 

If  you  read  my  Publicity  Director's  final  report,  you  will  see  that  I  more  than  enjoyed  my  work,  but  felt 
somewhat  confined  as  compared  to  what  a  VP  can  do  amd  should  do.  There  is  a  great  need  for  more  regional  and 
even  local  meetings.  The  VP  should  help  coordinate  all  YN  activities  and  we  need  many  more  of  these.  The  VP 
should  also  be  involved  in  the  development  of  a  strong  set  of  ethics.  Today's  are  good,  but  not  strong  enough 
in  the  light  of  the  coming  problems  fostered  by  mass  commercialism,  telemarketing,  and  the  variables  in  grading 
that  are  changing  numismatics. 

So  that's  my  platform  -  regional  and  local  meetings,  a  stronger  YN  program,  and  stronger  ethical  standards.  My 
wife,  Sonya,  is  not  too  happy  with  the  prospect  of  her  husband  winning  office  as  she  realizes  the  amount  of 
work  involved.  However,  she  also  realizes  the  work  is  badly  needed  and  that  I  can  accomplish  these  goals.  We 
have  worked  out  a  deal  whereby,  if  I  win,  she  gets  a  new  dining  room  set.  The  things  a  person  is  willing  to  do 
for  his  club. 


Anthony  Swiatek,  R-4,  NY  -  (Dealer) 

If  elected  to  the  Office  of  Vice  President,  I  plan  to  accomplish  the  following  -  1.)  Continued  education  of 
U.S.  Commemorative  coinage;  2.)  conduct  more  seminars,  using  informative  slide  show  presentations  thereby 
educating  our  members  and  potential  members  who  are  present;  3.)  Help  increase  club  adult  membership,  as  well 
as  junior  membership  and;  4.)  Do  whatever  I  cam  to  keep  our  Society  a  respected  "bright  star  in  the  numismatic 
sky." 


For  SECRETARY... 

Jam  Mercer,  R-538,  CT  -  (The  Society's  Administrative  Student!) 

I  consider  it  a  great  honor  to  be  nominated  for  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  U.S.  (ommemorat ive 
Coins.  It's  exciting  to  be  part  of  all  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  a  Society  which,  I  believe,  is  fast 
becoming  am  educational  whirlwind  of  the  numismatic  field. 
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Our  dear  friend,  Helen  Carmody,  has  not  only  filled  the  position  of  secretary,  she  has  been  (and  still  is)  a 
one-person  State  of  the  Art  organizational  wizard!  Helen  has  promised,  you'll  all  be  relieved  to  know,  to  guide 
me  every  step  of  the  wav  and  reveal  the  magical  sleights  of  hand  needed  to  keep  our  Society's  machine  running 
smoothly.  Even  with  all  the  sophisticated  computer  systems  at  my  access,  it  won't  be  easy  filling  her  shoes! 

This  is  going  to  be  an  eventful  year  for  our  Society,  we're  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds  and  great  ideas  are 
everywhere!  I  hope  to  be  considered,  in  my  post  of  Secretary,  the  bulletin  board  of  our  organization;  a  person 
and  place  where  quick  notes,  inspired  dissertations,  ideas,  quandaries,  complaints  and  questions  can  be  posted 
for  notice  by  all! 

Let's  combine  our  experts'  insights  with  our  collectors'  enthusiasm  and  have  a  blockbuster  year  of  fun  and 
knowledge!  Keep  in  touch! 


For  TREASURER. . . 

James  Iacovo,  R-5,  CT  -  (Dealer) 

As  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  my  main  responsibility  will  be  to  manage  the  funds  of  the  organization.  With  this 
in  mind,  I  believe  all  Life  Membership  funds  should  be  segregated  into  a  separate  high  interest  bearing  bank 
certificate.  The  principle  would  remain  untouched  and  the  interest  could,  if  necessary,  be  used  to  defray  the 
annual  costs  of  Life  Membership. 

In  addition,  as  an  officer  of  the  Society  I  would  assist  in  educational  seminars  at  major  coin  conventions.  I 
have  participated  in  a  few  of  these  in  the  past  with  some  of  the  past  and  present  Society  Officers  and  they 
have  been  both  educational  and  fun. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  those  people  who  have  nominated  me  and  I  promise  to  do  whatever  is  necessary 
to  maintain  the  Society  as  the  BEST  coin  club  in  America! 

For  NEWSLETTER  EDITOR... 

Ray  Mercer,  R-20,  CT  (Dealer  &  Part-time  Mystic) 

Last  year,  I  made  a  statement  defining  the  Editor's  role.  Fortunately,  it  still  applies  today... 

The  way  I  see  it,  the  job  of  Society  Editor  is  to  produce  a  quarterly  publication  that  generously  expresses  the 
desires,  hopes,  joys,  opinions,  ideas,  insights,  and  humor  of  a  very  diverse  group  of  distinct  individuals  who 
have  been  mystically  drawn  together  by  $15  a  year  to  collectively  appreciate  the  subject  of  U.S.  Commemorative 
coins . 

While  gathering,  studying,  and  arranging  our  membership's  diversified  collection  of  thoughts  on  a  quarterly 
basis,  it  is  the  Editor's  responsibility  to  insure  that  the  end  result  of  this  convoluted  process  is  a 
newsletter  that  is  educational,  fun,  informative,  unbiased,  free  of  investment/commercial  "hype",  and  worthy  of 
the  reader's  valuable  time.  It  is  also  the  Editor's  job  to  constantly  harass  the  membership  (officers 
included!)  for  their  written  opinions,  wisdom,  and  knowledge  so  that  we  may  all  enjoy  a  constant  exchange  of 
new  ideas . 

The  Editor  must  not  fall  into  the  trap  of  promoting  any  one  individual's  vanity,  yet  at  the  same  time  be 
sensitive  to  the  needs  and  feelings  of  everyone.  The  Editor  is  responsible  for  publishing  the  guidelines  of 
the  Society  and  keeping  the  membership  informed  of  their  officers'  decisions.  But,  most  importantly  of  all, 
the  Editor  must  turn  out  a  newsletter  that  is  worthy  of  all  our  pride.  The  sort  of  fun  publication  that  makes  a 
real  numismatist  want  to  say  out  loud  -  "Hey,  take  a  look  at  this  newsletter!  I  BELONG  to  that  club!" 

Whether  or  not  I  am  fit  for  this  position  is  up  to  YOU,  the  voter,  to  decide.  I  can  only  promise  that  I  will 
try  my  best  and  I'll  look  upon  every  vote  I  receive  as  a  touching  symbol  of  your  faith  in  my  ability  to  get  the 

job  done. 
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Remember  -  Mail  Bids  Are  Due  By  Aug.  1st!  See  Back  Cover  For  Details! 


For  PUBLICITY  CHAIRPERSON... 


Charlie  Boyd,  LM-19,  AL  -  (Dealer) 

As  a  regular  member  of  our  Society,  I  have  tried  my  best  to  promote  our  organization  -  from  signing  up  new 
members  to  approaching  Gov.  George  Wallace  to  endorse  not  only  our  Society,  but  to  also  proclaim  National  Coin 
Week  on  behalf  of  our  organization  and  the  ANA.  Fortunately,  for  all  of  us.  Gov.  Wallace  also  saw  fit  to 
review  our  club  and  determine  that  it  falls  within  "the  strictly  benevolent,  educational  or  religious"  category 
and  is  therefore,  exempt  from  franchise  tax  find  permit  fee. 

Having  demonstrated  the  willingness  to  work  and  obtain  concrete  results  for  the  betterment  of  our  club,  I  feel 
I  have  earned  the  opportunity  to  represent  the  membership  as  Publicity  Chairperson.  With  aggressive,  innovative 
ideas  and  leadership,  there's  no  reason  we  cannot  become  a  nationally  recognized  and  respected  numismatic 
organization  on  even  a  higher  level  than  we  now  enjoy.  One  immediate  goal  is  having  the  major  numismatic 
publications  recognize  us  as  such.  There  is  no  logical  reason  why  the  "Generic  City  Coin  Club",  with  all  of  14 
members,  should  have  their  club  meetings  and  elections  recognized  in  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  COIN  WORLD,  and  other 
trade  publications,  while  our  growing  Society's  internal  affairs,  with  almost  1000  members,  seems  to  be 
frequently  ignored. 

After  becoming  elected,  I  will  see  that  we  receive  the  respect  and  recognition  we  deserve  on  the  national 
level.  By  election  time  next  year,  we  can  accomplish  this  goal.  Through  heightened  visibility  in  the  numismatic 
community  and  continued  growth  we  can  build  on  the  ground  work  already  laid  and  become  a  force  to  be  reckoned 
with.  Instead  of  vigorously  going  out  to  recruit  new  members,  we  cam  be  in  the  enviable  position  of  having  all 
interested  parties  in  U.S.  Commemoratives  seek  US  out  as  an  important  requirement  for  their  numismatic 
studies. 

Maurice  Rosen,  R-450,  NY  -  (Dealer) 

Ray  Mercer  asked  me  to  write,  "Why  am  I  running  for  office?".  Because  I  am  a  coin  collector,  I  support  any 
effort  to  promote  and  encourage  collecting,  and  because  the  Society  is  an  extremely  well  run  organization  for 
which  I  would  be  proud  to  work  as  an  officer. 

What  I'm  about  to  say  may  seem  odd,  coming  from  a  coin  "investment  specialist",  but  it's  how  I  feel.  There  is 
too  much  emphasis  on  the  financial  aspects  of  numismatics  and  not  enough  on  the  hobby  aspects.  These  investment 
aspects  dominate  the  consciousness  of  many  people,  as  do  the  current  problems  with  grading  and  pricing. 

Every  fellow  member  in  the  Society  I've  met  is  substantially  a  collector.  I  feel  a  special  sense  of  camaraderie 
and  wonder  when  we  discuss  coins,  pleasures  which,  frankly,  are  not  available  when  the  "business  of  coins" 
dominates . 

Although  I've  been  a  dealer  since  1968,  my  background  is  pure  collector.  I  belong  to  the  Early  American  Coppers 
Club,  I  was  founding  officer  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  I'm  a  charter  member  in  the  John  Reich 
Collector's  Society. 

No  doubt,  there  are  many  of  you  who  know  more  about  the  collecting  aspects  of  U.S.  Commems  than  I  do.  Your 
generosity  in  sharing  your  knowledge  with  me  will  make  my  efforts  as  your  Publicity  Chairperson  more 
demonstrative  and  satisfying. 


For  PROGRAM  CHAIRPERSON... 

Valerie  Olander,  LM-10,  MN  -  (Dealer) 

Each  year,  our  Society  has  grown  bigger  and  better.  1986-87  will  be  even  BETTER.  As  your  program  chairperson  1 
would  like  to  expand  the  scope  of  our  meetings  and  programs.  Our  speakers  this  past  year  have  been  wonderfully 
interesting  as  well  as  informative,  and  deserve  our  applause.  Now,  I  would  like  to  take  this  one  step  further; 
I  would  like  to  hear  some  of  our  other  members  speak,  namely  the  collectors.  And  I  would  like  to  see  at  least 
one  panel  discussion  each  year. 

I  know  that  within  the  ranks  of  our  membership  we  are  hiding  a  virtual  wealth  of  knowledge.  1  would  like  to  tap 
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that  well.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  each  and  every  one  of  you,  to  find  out  what  you  are  interested  in  and  what 
you  may  have  to  share  with  us.  If  I  am  elected,  please  contact  me  either  through  the  Society  or  directly,  to 
share  your  thoughts . 

I  attend  between  30  and  40  coin  shows  a  year  -  including  all  major  shows.  This  gives  me  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  arrange  a  Society  meeting  almost  anywhere  in  the  country.  If  there  is  a  show  coming  to  your 
community,  or  one  you  think  we  should  hold  a  meeting  at,  please  contact  me  and  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  arrange 
it.  With  the  number  of  coin  shows  held  in  the  country  each  year,  we  have  a  tremendous  opportunity  to  reach  our 
membership  at  both  major  and  regional  shows. 

Another  addition  I  would  like  to  see  is  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  meeting,  written  by  the  speaker,  appear  in  TCT 
the  quarter  following  the  meeting.  This  would  enable  those  members  who  cannot  get  to  a  meeting  to  glimpse  what 
goes  on. 

I  could  go  on  and  on,  but  Ray  was  very  specific  -  300  words  or  less.  (Editor's  note  -  That  way  not  too  many 
people  run  past  400.) 

For  YN  REPRESENTATIVE... 

Elizabeth  Messick,  J-16,  CA  -  (Collector) 

Hil  My  name  is  Beth  Messick  and  I  am  a  nominee  for  Young  Numismatist  Representative  on  the  board  of  the  Society 
for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  I  am  eleven  years  old  and  will  be  a  7th  grade  student  at  Kraemer  Jr.  High  School 
in  Placentia,  CA  this  fall. 

The  thing  that  got  me  interested  in  coin  collecting  was  the  people  involved  in  it.  They  are  really  great!  I 
enjoy  meeting  new  people  and  meeting  old  friends  as  well.  I  belong  to  A.N.A.,  C.S.N.A.,  Orange  County  Coin 
Club,  and  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  Right  now,  I  collect  all  types  of  coins  and  currency. 
Another  hobby  is  music.  I  love  listening  to  music.  I  think  I  might  like  a  career  in  music  someday. 

If  I  am  elected  I  will  look  upon  the  job  as  a  new  adventure,  and  I  will  work  very  hard  to  do  what  is  required 
of  me.  I  also  hope  to  make  new  friends  too! 

Here’s  an  interesting  set  of  12  silver  "town"  medals  issued  for  the  Connecticut 
Tercentenary  in  1935.  Does  anybody  know  who  made  them?  Courtesy  of  Bob  Orris,  R-71A, 
FL. 
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Now  It's  Time  Four  Club  News  ! 


VoV* 


It  seems  hard  to  believe  another  club  year  has  dropped  off  the  calendar,  but  this  is  a 
fact  that  none  of  us  can  deny!  More  TCT's  and  more  grey  hair  seem  to  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  at  this  fast  pace  I  m  going  to  need  the  phone  number  of  Ronald  Reagan's  makeup 
artist!  Well,  although  this  year  is  almost  a  happy  memory,  we  still  have  some  important 
club  news  to  consider  -  so  let’s  take  a  look  at  the  first  item  on  our  agenda... 

S.O.S.  -  The  Society's  Table  At  Club  Midway  Needs  YOUR  Help!... 

Ever  wonder  what  it's  like  to  sit  behind  the  bourse  table  of  a  major  show?  Well,  if  you 
have  always  had  this  burning  desire,  you  can  fulfill  your  dreams  and  help  our  club  out 
at  the  same  time!  As  of  press  time  -  we  are  desperately  short  of  people  to  man  the 
SOCIETY  FOR  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS'  table  at  the  August  ANA  Convention  in  Milwaukee. 
We  need  some  people  who  are  willing  to  represent  our  organization  to  the  public.  A 
display  will  be  provided  (any  suggestions  on  this  are  more  than  welcome  too!)  and,  of 
course,  plenty  of  membership  application  blanks! 

If  you  can  spare  an  hour  or  two  -  PLEASE  -  contact  Helen  Carmody  (71A)  963-5A05 
immediately!  It's  fun,  educational,  and  you're  destined  to  meet  some  new  friends.  We 
plan  on  having  two  people  manning  the  table  at  all  times  and  this  is  your  chance  to  let 
others  know  what  a  great  job  the  Society  is  doing!  In  fact,  your  Editor  will  give  a  copy 
of  his  in  depth  study  (slated  for  release  at  the  ANA  show)  -  "Commemorative  Coin  Buying 
Tips  -  Volume  #1"  to  each  person  who  spends  an  hour  or  more  behind  the  table.  Not  to 
wave  a  carrot  in  front  of  your  nose,  but  this  work  is  very  similar  to  the  "Buying  Tips" 
Department  in  this  newsletter,  except  it  goes  into  far  more  detail  -  complete  with  a 
multitude  of  amazing  photographic  blowups  of  the  important  die/grading  characteristics. 
Give  Helen  a  call  today! 


Calling  ALL  Society  "YN's"... 

David  Massey  (J-23,  GA)  has  sent  in  a  timely  request  asking  for  the  help  of  all  budding, 

YN  authors.  David's  project  is  to  help  establish  a  permanent  ANA  YN  column  in  THE 

NUMISMATIST  and  would  like  to  hear  from  all  interested  juniors.  Although  your  Editor 
would  have  liked  to  see  his  enthusiasm  directed  towards  this  publication  (a  somewhat 
selfish  desire  on  the  part  of  yours  truly  indeed!),  YN  education,  regardless  of  who 
prints  it,  is  always  a  noble  task!  Therefore,  I  strongly  urge  all  interested  YN's  to 
write  him  at  David  Massey,  1850  West  Nancy  Creek  Drive,  Atlanta,  GA  303A1.  So  it  is 
written  -  so  it  shall  be  done! 

Welcome  New  Members  -  Florence  Schook  (R-950,  MI)  and  Joe  Jones  (R-971,  Wl) 

Join  me  in  welcoming  aboard  these  two  great  people  -  Florence  (current  ANA  President) 
and  Joe  (publisher  of  F.U.N  TOPICS)!  At  this  rate  -  who's  next?  Hulk  Hogan,  President 
Ronny,  Charles  Bronson,  The  Pope? 

Welcome  LM-22  -  Matthew  T.  DeRoma,  NY  -  Would  YOU  Like  To  Be  LM-23? 

As  of  press  time,  if  you  want  to  be  an  "LM-23",  just  post  your  $350  check  off  to  our 

Secretary!  This  is  one  of  the  few  times  "doing  life"  has  a  nice  ring  to  it! 

FLASH  -  Membership  Reaches  New  High  -  922!... 

Even  after  adjusting  the  grand  total  to  take  into  account  people  who  didn't  renew  their 
membership  for  1985-1986  -  we  are  still  left  with  the  amazing  amount  of  922  members  tor 
year  end  -  including  37  Juniors!  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  each  and 
everyone  of  YOU  who  have  helped  our  Society  grow  by  startling  leaps  and  bounds  -  up  68% 
from  last  year!  This  is  particularly  impressive  when  you  consider  our  success  has  been 
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basically  accomplished  by  word  of  mouth!  You  people  are  simply  wonderful  -  keep  up  the 
good  work!  The  larger  we  are  -  the  stronger  and  more  financially  independent  we  become! 

AUGUST  1st  Starts  A  NEW  Club  Year  -  Send  In  Your  1986-87  Dues!... 

$15  Adults  -  $5  Juniors  -  please  mail  early  and  give  our  workers  a  break! 

Top  Recruiters  -  Final  Quarter  -  Club  Year  1985-1986!... 

TEN  or  MORE  -  Bob  Colby  (1A) 

FIVE  to  NINE:  Helen  Sc  Don  Carmody  (9),  Ray  Mercer  (7) 

TWO  to  FOUR:  Charlie  Boyd  (A),  CDN  Ad  (2),  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.  (2),  Craig  S.  Kumler 

(2). 

ONE  member:  Larry  Abbott,  Mike  Carter,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Tim  Gabriel,  Jim  Halfon,  Leo  A. 
Jaroslaw,  Valerie  V.  Olander 

THANK  YOU,  PEOPLE!  If  the  list  seems  a  little  short  -  not  to  worry!  There  really  hasn't 
been  that  much  time  between  newsletters!  Last  month,  yours  truly  was  late  in  getting  THE 
COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  out,  so  these  recruitments  only  represent  about  a  month's  worth  of 
work ! 


Helen  Sc  Don  Carmody  -  Top  Recruiters  For  The  YEAR  -  1985-1986!... 

Once  again,  Helen  Sc  Don  Carmody  have  won  this  coveted  title!  We  all  owe  them  a  BIG 
thanks  for  their  tireless  work!  How  do  they  do  it?  I  have  heard  rumors  suggesting 
kidnapping  to  hypnotism,  but  I  suspect  the  real  answer  has  a  lot  to  do  with  their  pride 
in  our  club!  Here  are  the  year's  TOP  RECRUITERS  who  have  signed  up  10  or  more  new 
members 

Helen  Sc  Don  Carmody  ( 1 1 A ! ) ,  Ray  Mercer  (65),  Dr.  Bob  Colby  (2A),  Anthony  Swiatek  (20), 
Tim  Gabriel  (12),  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.  (11),  and  Charlie  Boyd  (10). 


I'd  like  to  thank  ALL  of  these  people  for  the  fabulous  job  they  have  done  and  I  think 
they  deserve  all  of  our  praise!  Three  cheers  for  our  chief  headhunters! 


Call  To  Glory  Honor  Roll  -  Last  Quarter  -  1985-1986 


Since  every  club  needs  some  folding  money,  I  would  be  neglect  in  my  duties  if  I  didn't 
mention  our  latest  group  of  financial  benefactors!  Their  generosity  is  more  than 
appreciated  -  even  if  the  district  attorney  does  manage  to  prove  that  Jimmy  Iacovo  was 
the  one  who  stuck  up  that  liquor  store!  What  the  heck,  he  had  to  raise  the  money  some 
way!  Now  he  knows  why  Don  Carmody  and  I  always  wear  ski  masks!  Let's  all  give  these 
people  a  big  hand  for  helping  out  our  club. . . 

$100  or  more:  Dr.  Bob  Colby,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Jim  Iacovo,  Sam  Lopresto,  Ray  Mercer,  Gordon 
Paul  Owens. 


$75.00  to  $99.99: 
$50.00  to  $7A . 99 : 
$25.00  to  $A9 . 95 : 
$1.00  to  $2A . 99 : 


None  Qualified. 

None  Qualified. 

Helen  Sc  Don  Carmody, 
Louis  B.  Goodsell 


David  Snider 
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Three  Cheers  For  Dr.  Bob!... 


We  all  owe  Dr.  BOB  COLBY  (R-94,  NY)  a  special  thanks  for  two,  very  generous,  deeds! 
First  of  all,  he  has  already  booked  space  for  a  1/3  page  ad  ($400+)  to  appear  in  COIN 
WORLD  on  behalf  of  our  Society.  It  is  in  the  form  of  an  "open  letter"  to  his  fellow 
collectors  urging  them  to  join  our  club!  The  ad  will  be  out  in  late  July,  so  keep  your 
eyes  peeled  and  fingers  crossed  -  we're  expecting  a  great  response!  Included  in  this 
newsletter  is  a  reprint  of  his  ad  to  help  you  sign  up  a  new  member  on  your  own! 

At  the  recent  convention  in  Atlanta,  GA  -  Dr.  Bob  stood  up  at  the  ANA  Commemorative 
Seminar  and  offered  to  pay  for  the  membership  of  ANY  collector  who  was  genuinely 
interested  in  joining  our  Society.  The  results  were  enthusiastic  (Bob's  generosity  cost 
him  $195!)  and  we  added  13  new  people  to  our  rolls!  Thanks,  Dr.  Bob  -  just  like  the 
coins  you  love  -  you're  one  of  a  kind! 

Society  Mail  Bid  Another  Success!... 

Going,  going,  gonzo!  Our  last  mail  bid  was  held  at  the  great  LONG  BEACH  EXPO  and  the 
results  were  fantastic.  A  grand  total  of  $586  was  raised  for  the  cause  by  the  following 
progressions. . . 

Lexington  in  box  (donated  by  Gordon  Paul  Owens)  with  a  winning  bid  of  $385  from  GLORIA 
PETERS  (R-706,  CA)!  The  other  bids  were  -  $361,  $222.22,  $210,  2-$205,  $197,  $185,  and 
$175.  Bids  were  submitted  from  such  diverse  areas  as  Alaska  and  West  Germany! 

Columbian  Expo  Postals  (donated  by  James  Iacovo)  with  a  winning  bid  of  $176  from  JIM 
HUTCHINS  (R-748 ,  TN).  The  other  bids  were  -  $150,  $140,  and  $100. 

Pan-Pac  Expo  Badge  (donated  by  David  Snider)  with  a  winning  bid  of  $25  from  Don  Carmody 
(R-8,  CA).  There  were  no  other  bids  so  Don  elected  to  donate  the  badge  again  and  it 
appears  for  auction  in  this  issue.  What  a  guy! 

At  this  time,  I  would  like  to  thank  Jim  Iacovo,  Gordon  Paul  Owens,  and  David  Snider  for 
their  kindness  in  keeping  our  Society  mail  bid  alive  and  well!  It  gives  us  all  a  chance 
to  have  some  fun,  add  to  our  collections,  and  help  out  our  educational  Society  in  the 
process!  Howard  Ruff  -  eat  your  heart  out! 

Yet  Another  Special  Thanks  To  SAM  LOPRESTO! . . . 

Sam  Lopresto  (R-38,  CA),  the  promoter  of  the  fabulous  LONG  BEACH  EXPO,  has  given  us  all 
a  helping  hand  once  again!  Also  a  dedicated  and  SINCERE  promoter  of  our  club,  Sam  wasn't 
happy  with  his  generous  donation  of  a  meeting  room,  a/v  equipment.  Commemorative  article 
in  the  program  guide,  and  mentioning  our  club  in  all  of  his  extensive  advertising  -  he 
went  on  to  provide  us  with  a  horn  of  plenty  selection  of  coffee  Sc  donuts  during  our 
meeting!  Sam,  your  thoughtfulness  NEVER  ceases  to  amaze  me!  THANK  YOU  -  from  all  of  us! 


Here's  an  1892  Columbian  half 
with  a  very  interesting  pres¬ 
entation  case!  It  states... 
"Compliments  Of  The  McConway 
Sc  Torley  Co.  Pittsburgh,  PA" 
Ever  seen  one?  Courtesy  of 
Bob  Orris,  R-714,  NV . 
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Vc  Vc  Vc 


Letters  To  The  Editor 


j'o’o’c 


Although  mv  mailbox  isn't  exactly  bursting  with  messages  this  quarter  (there  really 
hasn't  been  that  much  time  between  newsletters),  I  still  have  a  couple  of  important 
correspondences  for  you  to  consider!  Don't  let  our  temporary  lack  of  letters  throw  you  - 
send  in  your  ideas  today!  Remember  -  this  is  YOUR  "sounding  board"!  We  have  three  fun 
letters  this  quarter  -  l-"I'm  Happy",  l-"I'm  Sorry",  and  l-"Kill  The  Editor" 

Just  Loves  Negative  Results... 

Originally,  I  ordered  the  Oregon  photograph  primarily  to  help  out  the  club,  but  I  just 
had  to  write  to  let  everyone  know  that  the  flyer  in  the  last  issue  of  the  newsletter 
comes  nowhere  close  to  doing  it  justice!  THE  PHOTOGRAPH  IS  SIMPLY  SUPERB!  The  colors  are 
sharp  and  the  photo  is  impressively  large  in  size  -  a  good  job  for  all  those  involved! 

I  hung  the  photo  in  our  store  and  a  day  doesn't  go  by  that  we  don't  receive  at  least  a 
couple  of  compliments.  In  fact,  the  photograph  has  already  encouraged  one  person  to 
bring  some  commemorative  memorabilia  in  and  sell  it  to  me!  Since  I  feel  the  Society's 
photograph  is  responsible  for  this  added  attraction  -  I  would  like  to  donate  some 
material  for  Society  Auction  -  please  find  them  enclosed.  Also,  are  there  any 
photographs  left?  I  think  they  would  make  perfect  gifts  for  some  of  my  customers. 

Bob  Walter,  Sam  Sloat,  Inc.,  R-301,  CT. 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Bob,  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  let  all  the  members  know  about  the  true  beauty  of  our 
Official  Society  Photograph!  You're  a  100%  correct  -  you  really  have  to  see  the  actual  glossy  product  to  fully 
appreciate  its  theme!  I  would  also  like  to  thank  you  for  your  generous  donation  of  commemorative  memorabilia 
for  Society  auction!  I  will  offer  the  BTW  items  in  this  issue  and  the  Columbian  memorabilia  in  the  fall!  Yes  - 
although  sales  have  already  surpassed  $800  in  this  short  amount  of  time  -  there  are  still  some  photographs 
available!  Included  in  this  issue,  please  find  another  order  form! 


There's  Only  So  Much  One  Person  Can  Do... 

I  am  sorry,  but  I  am  going  to  have  to  decline  my  nomination  in  the  running  for  YN 
Representative,  because  of  extracurricular  activities  in  school.  Thank  you  for  your 
time . 

Dorothy  Stutzman,  J-12,  PA 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Dorothy,  I'm  sorry  to  learn  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  run  for  YN  Rep  this  year,  but  I  can 
assure  you  -  I'm  sure  the  membership  completely  understands!  Thanks  for  letting  me  know  in  time!  We  would 
rather  see  the  decline  of  your  nomination  than  your  school  work,  so  there's  always  next  year!  In  the  meantime, 
good  luck  with  all  your  projects  and  don't  forget  to  vote! 

Good  Intentions... 


I  am  writing  to  both  compliment  and  disagree  with  you  on  your  editorial  in  the  Spring 
1986  newsletter  entitled  "A  Society  Office  is  More  than  a  Commercial  Logo".  After  our 
telephone  conversation  regarding  this  article,  I  felt  some  statements  in  the  article 
could  easily  be  misinterpreted  and  needed  clarification,  and  that  together  we  came  up 
with  some  excellent  solutions. 


First,  I  do  not  condone 
officers  term  has  expired, 
office  next  to  one's  title. 


the  intentional  incorrect  use  of  Society  titles  where  an 
In  discussing  this  you  came  up  with  putting  one's  term  of 
I  will  be  doing  that  in  the  future  and  I  believe  all  other 
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officers  should.  Thus  whenever  I  put  in  print  having  been  Vice  President  of  our  Society, 
it  will  appear  as  Vice  President  1984-1985.  That  way  the  title  should  always  be 
accurate . 

Secondly,  I  objected  to  some  of  the  statements  in  the  editorial  although  no  names  were 
mentioned,  as  they  were  flat  out  misleading  about  those  involved.  I  can  see  how  these 
assumptions  could  have  been  made  but  I  wish  some  of  the  people  I  truly  care  for  would 
have  called  me  toll  free  like  9  months  ago  for  the  straight  poop  before  having  such 
things  published.  Not  doing  this  could,  in  similar  situations , leave  egg  on  the  Society's 
face  in  the  future. 

This  situation  first  occurred  about  9  months  ago  and  upon  notification  I  called 
employees  of  all  publications  involved,  made  them  aware  of  the  problem,  and  cancelled  or 
adjusted  the  problem  ads.  I  also  notified  our  advertising  department.  Unfortunately,  one 
publication  had  to  be  called  twice  by  me  at  that  time  before  the  offending  ad  ceased. 

This  problem  HAS  NOT  been  going  on  continuously  for  8+  months.  It  was  corrected  9  months 
ago,  then  what  happened  is  an  old  space  holder  ad  was  used  for  the  A.N.A.  magazine,  THE 
NUMISMATIST,  a  couple  months  ago  upon  instruction  from  a  new  Blanchard  employee  in 
advertising.  In  fact,  I  discovered  the  situation  before  the  Society  notified  me  and  had 
the  problem  rectified.  This  situation  did  not  involve  DISRESPECT  FOR  THE  SOCIETY, 
BLATANT  ABUSES,  disregard  for  TRUTH  IN  ADVERTISING  or  the  need  for  something  as  serious 
as  a  FINAL  GESTURE  to  those  who  have  done  many  good  things  for  the  society.  This  simply 
was  a  case  of  a  big  company,  100  employees,  that  runs  hundreds  of  advertisements  and 
prints  millions  of  pieces  of  mail  a  month,  having  a  new  employee  in  a  large  advertising 
department  being  unaware  of  this  particular  9  month  old  problem. 

Surely  we  don't  evaluate  the  student  that  makes  3  errors  on  a  100  question  test  as  being 
on  par  with  one  that  makes  3  errors  on  a  10  question  test.  A  company  this  size  is  going 
to  have  a  few  more  foul  ups  than  smaller  ones  just  because  of  the  volume  of  business  it 
does.  This  has  to  be  considered  or  favoritism  is  shown  to  smaller  operations. 

Ray,  you  and  I  hit  on  another  good  preventive  measure.  I  will  not  only  call,  but  write 
all  publications  that  offending  ads  could  run  and  our  advertising  department  alerting 
them  of  this  potential  problem.  What  I  can't  assure  the  Society  is  that  with  the  volume 
of  ads  we  run,  sometime  in  the  future  an  old  space  filler  ad,  that  looks  very  similar  to 
a  corrected  ad,  might  not  be  accidentally  pulled  by  a  new  employee  of  ours  OR  AN 
EMPLOYEE  OF  THE  PUBLICATIONS.  Also,  no  one  can  assure  the  Society  some  organization  or 
publication  might  just  omit  the  time  of  servitude  when  listing  a  former  officer  in  the 
publication.  If  this  does  occur  I  hope  a  friend  will  call  me  toll  free  as  soon  as 
possible  so  I  can  immediately  correct  the  situation  as  I've  always  done,  and  not  have 
this  published  until  all  facts  are  known.  I  do  believe  a  written  request  should  follow 
for  documentation  purposes. 

Ray,  I  believe  in  your  motives  for  writing  the  editorial  in  question,  I  believe  you  are 
the  best  newsletter  editor  I  know  about,  we  came  up  with  some  excellent  protective 
measures  because  of  the  editorial,  and  I  will  always  think  the  world  of  you.  I  just 
think  the  editorial  was  too  flamboyant,  should  have  been  written  after  contacting  me, 
and  I  don't  want  any  members  possibly  believing  I  or  the  company  did  this  in  the 
NUMISMATIST,  of  all  places,  intentionally. 

I  must  also  point  out  that  Blanchard  and  Company  helped  me  in  getting  100's  of  my 
commemorative  booklets  to  our  Society  members  at  no  charge  and  has  paid  for  me  to 
lecture  and  teach  about  commemorat ives  countless  times  for  numerous  organizations. 

Along  with  the  advantages  of  big  companies  come  the  disadvantages.  I  pledge  the  members 
of  our  great  Society  to  strive  to  see  that  these  benefits  far  outweigh  the  liabilities. 

Finally,  I  do  want  to  apologize  for  any  harm  or  inconvenience  our  inadvertent  error 
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caused  the  Society  and  its  members. 


Mike  Fuljenz,  R-2,  LA 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Mike,  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  let  the  membership  know  in  detail  that  the  ads  in  question 
were  being  innocently  run  and  that  you  are  not  personally  responsible  for  their  appearance.  However,  since 
this  is  indeed  an  important  subject,  please  allow  me,  on  behalf  of  the  officers,  to  help  clear  up  a  couple  of 
misconceptions  you  seem  to  have  in  regards  to  our  actions  and  my  editorial. 

First  of  all,  in  your  second  paragraph  you  state,  "I  do  not  condone  the  intentional  incorrect  use  of  Society 
titles...".  Well,  Mike  -  nobody  ever  said  that  you  did!  The  reason  why  the  heading  was  "Past  Officers  PLEASE 
NOTE  -  A  Society  Office  Is  More  Than  A  Commercial  Logo"  instead  of  "Mike  Fuljenz  and/or  Blanchard  &  Co.  and/or 
THE  NUMISMATIST  Abuses  Society  Titles"  is  that  we  desired  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  ADVERTISING 
bearing  misinformation  about  our  Society  cannot  and  will  not  be  tolerated. 

The  editorial  was  not  designed  to  blame  or  punish  ANYONE.  As  far  as  we  can  tell,  there  are  no  "guilty"  parties 
here.  The  reason(s)  WHY  the  ads  appeared  were  not  important  to  the  point  of  the  editorial  -  that's  why  no 
names  were  mentioned  -  including  Mike  Fuljenz,  Blanchard  &  Co.,  and/or  THE  NUMISMATIST.  However,  the  editorial 
was  designed  to  inform  ALL  "past  officers"  AND  the  membership  at  large  that  the  EXISTENCE  of  a  misleading  AD  is 
indeed  a  form  of  abuse  -  regardless  if  it  is  run  intentionally  or  not!  As  we  have  brought  to  your  attention  on 
a  number  of  occasions,  we  aren't  out  to  "accuse"  anyone  of  a  dastardly  deed,  but  we  cure  dedicated  to  stopping 
the  appearance  of  ANY  misleading  advertising  in  respect  to  our  Society. 

Simply  put  -  the  Society  is  not  looking  to  blame  or  slap  the  wrist  of  anyone  -  we  just  want  the  ads  stopped  AND 
AT  THE  SAME  TIME  alert  all  our  members  that  we  are  VERY  SERIOUS  about  not  tolerating  ANY  misleading  ads  in 
regards  to  our  club  -  no  matter  who  prints  them!  If  the  editorial  seemed  "flamboyant"  to  you,  your  powers  of 
perception  are  in  good  working  order.  It  was  meant  to  get  the  point  across  to  everyone  -  in  a  very  strong 
manner. 

Incidentally,  although  I  certainly  appreciate  the  compliment,  my  idea  was  NOT  to  impose  a  regulation  requiring 
ALL  officers  to  list  their  term  of  office  (i.e.  1984-1985)  after  their  titles  when  advertising.  I  only  made 
this  suggestion  for  officers  who  think  they  might  encounter  problems  in  consistently  policing  the  factual 
contents  of  their  ads.  It  would  be  unfair  of  me  to  imply  that  most  people  lack  this  ability. 

You  also  state,  "This  situation  did  not  involve  disrespect  for  the  Society,  blatant  abuses,  disregard  for  Truth 
In  Advertising...",  and  you  are  exactly  right  -  that's  why  we  didn't  belabor  the  "situation"!  However,  we  DID 
state  that  the  full  page  AD  was  a  "blatant  abuse"  (i.e.  offensive  misuse)  -  NOT  any  of  the  individuals  or  the 
periodical  who  may  or  may  not  have  been  responsible  for  its  printing.  Their  good  intentions  were  never 
questioned  -  that's  why  we  didn't  need  to  print  any  names.  We  indeed  requested  "Truth  In  Advertising"  as  no 
matter  how  many  reasons /excuses  are  behind  the  ad's  current  existence  -  you  must  admit  that  its  information 
simply  isn't  true!  And,  as  I'm  sure  you'll  also  agree,  the  officers  feel  that  ANY  ad  listing  an  erroneous  title 
is  indeed  disrespectful  to  the  membership's  voting  rights. 

Another  point  we  took  great  labors  to  mention  in  the  editorial  AND  in  our  letters  to  you  is  that  we  fully 
understand  the  company  in  question  is  a  large  one  and  changes  in  "stock  advertising  may  take  some  time."  Yes, 
you  are  100%  correct  -  Blanchard  &  Co.  is  a  very  large  concern  and  your  officers  realize  this  fact.  This  is  why 
we  did  not  contact  THE  NUMISMATIST  to  complain.  We  sent  YOU,  our  membership  contact,  a  certified  letter  because 
we  wanted  to  give  you  another  chance  to  correct  the  problem,  but  at  the  same  time  let  you  know  we  are  deadly 
serious  about  stopping  future  misleading  ads  in  ANY  form  -  by  ANYBODY.  We  gave  more  time  for  internal 
correction  as  we  fully  aware  of  the  size  of  the  company. 

As  far  as  your  statement  "favoritism  is  shown  to  smaller  operations"  is  concerned,  I'm  truly  sorry,  Mike  -  but 
the  rules  are  the  rules.  In  this  organization,  regardless  if  a  company  grosses  $100,000,000  or  $100,000,  is  a 
nationally  known  dealership  or  just  a  small  shop,  donates  heavily  to  the  club  or  gives  nothing,  has  100 
employees  or  1,  and  no  matter  what  type  of  influence  it  may  or  may  not  wield  -  EVERYONE  is  obligated  to  follow 
the  same  set  of  rules.  Although  we  fully  realize  that  Blanchard  &  Co.'s  intentions  are  TOTALLY  HONORABLE,  we 
must  insist  that  the  rules  be  observed!  If  just  one  company  was  allowed  to  bypass  their  obligations  because  of 
a  heavy  business  volume,  this  would  in  fact  show  "favoritism  to  large  operations"  -  something,  I'm  sure,  none 
of  us  desire. 
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However,  there  is  one  point  that  I’m  very  glad  you  have  brought  to  our  attention  as  it  constitutes  a  real  error 
on  my  part  and  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  correct  my  mistake.  In  writing  the  editorial  I  stated, 
"...this  situation  has  been  going  on  now  for  too  long  to  ignore  -  8+  months.”  What  I  was  attempting  to  state 
was  that  it  had  been  8+  months  since  you  were  our  official  "Vice  President".  Unfortunately,  I  can  see  where 
some  people  might  misinterpret  this  as  meaning  the  misleading  AD  has  been  running  for  8+  months  without  a  break 
-  which  is  certainly  not  the  case.  To  my  understanding,  it  has  only  run  in  the  March,  April,  and  May,  1986 
issues  of  THE  NUMISMATIST  -  over  the  last  8+  months. 

Although  I  am  personally  responsible  for  writing  thousands  of  correct  sentences  in  this  newsletter  over  the 
course  of  a  year,  my  responsibility  for  the  misrepresentation  of  this  one,  singular,  sentence  still  stands! 
When  I  was  younger,  I  might  have  reminded  the  membership  that  my  predecessor  was  personally  responsible  for 
only  writing  one  or  two  pages  per  issue  and  with  your  current  Editor’s  large  volume  -  you  have  to  expect  more 
errors . 

However,  this  would  do  little  to  actually  correct  the  problem  created  by  my  sentence  or  help  calm  the  concern 
of  any  interested  parties.  Although  my  intentions  were  good,  maturity  and  experience  have  taught  me  that  valid 
excuses  are  not  always  the  wisest  substitute  for  a  quick  rectification  and/or  a  simple  apology.  Fortunately, 
in  this  case,  I  cam  do  both!  Therefore,  I  would  now  like  to  formally  apologize  to  Mike  and  all  of  you  for  my 
abuse  of  the  "8+  months”  sentence  used  in  the  Spring  issue  of  TCT. 

In  closing,  your  officers  would  like  to  make  it  clear  to  everyone  that  we  totally  realize  Mike  Fuljenz, 
Blanchard  &  Co.,  and  THE  NUMISMATIST  have  only  had  the  Society's  best  interests  in  mind  with  all  their  actions. 
However,  your  officers  would  also  like  to  leave  the  membership  with  the  firm  knowledge  that  we  cannot  accept 
the  appearance  of  ANY  ads  misrepresenting  the  Society  or  its  titles.  These  are  our  guidelines  and  we  have  to 
stick  by  them  -  no  exceptions  -  no  excuses.  As  with  ANY  advertising  of  this  nature  -  if  this  particular  ad 
appears  again  -  we  will  still  do  as  we  have  stated  and  take  whatever  appropriate  measures  we  must  to  terminate 
its  existence.  I’m  sorry  we  had  to  take  up  so  much  space  with  this  matter,  but  its  clarification  should  be 
important  to  us  all. 


Here's  a  "Bardell  Miniatures"  holder 
containing  15  views  of  the  Sesqui- 
Centennial  International  Exposition 
in  1926  Philadelphia.  This  is  really  a 
nifty  little  production  as  the  Liberty 
Bell  appears  through  a  cut-out  on  the 
cover!  Courtesy  of  Helen  &  Don  Carmody, 
R-7  &  R-8,  CA.  Anybody  got  one? 


jfhattonal  Expo\ 
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i^O  Wars  oi  Amcrian  ImiqKrtwfcnd 
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TVie  Presidential  Department 
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by  Frank  DuVall,  President,  Member  LM-1,  AL 

As  we  close  out  our  3rd  year  of  operation,  it  is  with  a  source  of  pride  that  I  view  our 
accomplishments.  Little  did  we  expect  3  years  ago  that  our  membership  would  be  1,000  in 
August,  1986,  or  that  we  would  have  a  quarterly  publication  that  would  be  the  envy  of 
every  organizat ion,  or  that  we  would  so  greatly  influence  the  numismatic  community  FOR 
COMMEMORATIVES ,  or  that  we  would  enjoy  the  high  level  of  camaraderie  that  exists  within 
our  Society.  These  could  not  have  been  achieved  except  by  hard  work  and  an  unfailing 
cooperation  by  our  members. 

As  your  President,  I  wish  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  participation  and  cooperation 
and,  especially  the  other  officers  of  the  1985-1986  tenure,  for  their  dedication  and 
diligence.  It's  been  a  great  year  in  our  history. 

For  the  officers  who  will  serve  for  the  1986-1987  tenure,  it  is  appropriate  that  we  wish 
them  every  success  and  continue  to  provide  the  cooperation  and  support  that  has  been  the 
hallmark  of  our  membership. 

It  has  been  a  great  honor  to  be  your  President! 


From  The  Off  ice  Of  Time  V  -  F*  -  VcVtfVc 


by  Anthony  Swiatek,  Vice  President,  Member  #4,  NY 

At  the  close  of  the  club  year,  1985-1986,  I  would  like  you  to  know  it  has  been  my 
pleasure  serving  you  as  Vice  President.  We  have  accomplished  much  -  our  membership 
rapidly  approaches  1,000,  our  newsletter  has  expanded,  and  we  enjoy  a  new  vitality. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  you  for  working  so  hard  for  making  our  club  a  bright  star 
in  the  numismatic  sky! 

Numismatically  yours,  Anthony  Swiatek. 


sWcVc  The  Publicity  Board  Room  VcVcVc 

by  Ralph  Langham,  Publicity  Chairman,  Member  #49,  CT. 

Final  report,  there  is  supposed  to  be  something  ominous  about  a  final  report.  Some 
people  actually  get  paranoid.  Will  I  mention  everyone  who  helped  me?  Will  I  mention 
those  that  didn't  help,  but  make  it  sound  like  they  did  anyway?  Will  I  remember  all 
those  things  we  accomplished?  Did  we  accomplish  anything?  How  am  I  going  to  write  a 
final  report  and  tell  everyone  about  the  publicity  or  the  ANA  and  N.E.N.A.  and  Brewster 
and  keep  the  report  down  to  one  page?  There  is  a  way,  you  write  your  final  report  as 
part  of  your  previous  report.  So  if  any  of  you  would  like  to  read  the  Publicity 
Chairman's  final  report,  you  can  find  it  in  the  last  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL. 

Now,  onto  the  important  part  of  this  report.  You  will  read  elsewhere  of  the  ANA  meeting. 
As  the  N.E.N.A.  (New  England  Numismatic  Association)  Regional  meeting.  This  is 
tentatively  scheduled  for  9:00AM,  Saturday,  September  27.  The  meeting  room  will  be 
posted  at  the  show.  We  have  heard  from  several  collectors  that  they  would  like  an 
evening  meeting.  This  can  be  arranged,  however  you  should  contact  either  myself  of  the 
Program  Chairperson.  The  N.E.N.A.  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Sheraton  -  Lincoln  Inn, 
500  Lincoln  Street,  Worcester,  Massachusetts  from  Friday,  September  26  to  Sunday, 
September  28. 
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The  Brewster,  N.Y.  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Cross  States  Numismatic 
Associations  July  27  Summer  show  (Barn  Mall,  Rte  22,  1-684  and  1-84).  This  will  be  more 
a  gathering  than  a  meeting  in  that  we  are  interested  in  whether  or  not  a  one  day  show  is 
an  adequate  place  to  bring  together  members.  The  purpose  of  both  N.E.N.A.  and  Brewster 
is  to  find  out  if  you,  the  membership,  would  like  smaller  meetings  and  if  so,  how  can 
your  club  officers  best  bring  them  to  you.  Ray  Mercer  has  promised  to  be  present  for 
these  meetings  and  with  a  little  luck  we  can  get  out  a  few  of  the  other  Commemorative 
experts  that  live  in  this  area. 

Collectively  yours,  Ralph  Langham. 


•><•  •><  ■>< 


Tlie  Program  Card 


Vc  ->*c  * 


by  Gene  Neel,  Program  Chairman,  Member  // 32 ,  MN. 


Let's  take  a  quick  look  at  our  confirmed  meeting  list  so  far 


*  *  *  Schedule  Of  Future  Meetings  *  *  * 

GARDEN  STATE,  NJ,  Sat,  June  28th,  2:00PM,  Burlington  Room,  Anthony  Swiatek 

CROSS  STATES  NUMISMATIC,  Brewster,  NY,  Sun,  July  27th,  Barn  Mall,  speaker  -  informal, 
group  discussion. 

MILWAUKEE  ANA,  WI,  August  9th,  1986,  9:00AM,  ROOM  E-10,  Speaker  -  Jim  Iacovo  will  chair 
one  of  his  popular  panel  discussions! 

This  will  be  my  final  report  as  your  Program  Chairperson  for  now,  since  I  have  decided 
not  to  run  for  office  this  coming  year. 

As  a  society,  we  have  come  a  long  way  this  year.  We  have  had  more  and  better  meetings, 
practically  doubled  membership,  and  our  newsletter,  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  has 
improved  to  the  point  that  it  could  compete  with  the  best.  This  year's  officers  have 
worked  well  together  and  are  passing  on  a  very  solid  organization  with  the  expectation 
that  the  new  officers  will  continue  in  stride. 

For  the  coming  year  I  would  like  to  see  a  continued,  controlled  growth  for  the  Society, 
and  therefore  caution  the  new  officers  that  they  must  grow  with  it  in  order  to  maintain 
control.  With  a  society  this  size,  there  are  bound  to  be  unexpected  problems  that  must 
be  dealt  with  promptly. 

The  most  rewarding  part  of  this  position  has  been  meeting  and  working  with  local  groups 
and  individuals  around  the  country.  Commemorative  enthusiasts  are  some  of  the  best 
people  (if  not  the  best)  in  the  world!  I  would  encourage  more  regional  meetings,  but 
carefully  coordinated  with  your  new  Program  Chairperson. 

JIM  IACOVO  has  consented  to  present  a  panel  discussion  consisting  of  all  of  our  newly 
elected  officers.  YOU  can  pick  the  topics  and  ask  the  questions  -  grading,  how  to  get 
value  for  your  money,  proper  storage  for  your  coins,  future  Society  projects,  or 
anything  that  pertains  directly  to  our  club  and/or  Commemorative  coins! 

In  closing,  let  me  just  say  thanks  to  all,  and,  LET'S  HAVE  ANOTHER  GREAT  YEAR!  I'll  see 
you  in  Milwaukee! 

Respectfully  submitted.  Gene  C.  Neel,  Program  Chairperson 
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Articles  From  The  Membership ! 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  issue  of  TCT  contains  one  of  the  best 
selection  of  articles  it  has  ever  been  my  honor  to  print!  You  name  it  -  we've  got  it! 


Tips  Oil  Mailing  Coin  s 

by  Bill  Fivaz,  R-466,  GA 

Sooner  or  later,  each  of  us  is  going  to  be  sending  some  coins  through  the  mail.  They  may 
be  worth  a  few  thousand  dollars  or  only  a  few  bills,  but  whatever  their  value,  you'll 
want  to  protect  them  in  the  best  way  possible  to  make  certain  they  arrive  at  their 
destination  in  good  condition. 

PACKAGING:  Many  valuable  coins  are  lost  in  the  mail  as  the  result  of  improper  packaging. 
If  sending  a  few  coins,  they  may  be  housed  in  a  "SAFE-T-MAILER"  (136  Main  Street, 
Westport,  CT  06881),  a  sticky,  corrugated  cardboard  enclosure,  or  even  placed  between 
two  pieces  of  heavy  cardboard  (the  back  of  a  pad  of  paper  works  very  well),  and  stapled 
shut,  remembering  to  flatten  down  the  staples  afterward.  The  SAFE-T-MAILER  or  cardboard 
holder  containing  the  coins  may  now  be  placed  in  a  regular  envelope  (the  heavier  the 
better),  providing  the  coins  are  not  too  heavy.  Otherwise,  a  small  box,  again  with  the 
coins  well  protected,  should  be  used.  MAKE  SURE  THEY  DO  NOT  RATTLE  AROUND  IN  THE  BOX. 
Not  only  are  coins  lost  through  improper  packaging,  but  even  more  are  damaged  -  just 
because  someone  didn't  take  a  little  extra  time  to  properly  protect  them. 

When  using  a  box,  make  certain  it  is  sturdy  enough  to  withstand  the  trip  through  our 
postal  system.  It's  a  good  idea  to  protect  the  coins  by  using  "bubble-pack",  styrofoam 
"peanuts",  wadded-up  paper  or  some  "fill".  Tape  the  box  securely  with  heavy  duty  tape 
prior  to  wrapping  with  outer  wrap.  I've  found  a  large  grocery  shopping  bag  does  a  very 
adequate  job  for  wrapping,  and  you  should  use  BROWN  KRAFT  tape  (the  kind  you  have  to 
moisten)  on  the  outside.  I  find  this  kind  at  K-Mart  in  the  wrapping  paper  section 
(editor's  note  -  Bill,  is  that  where  you  also  buy  your  ties?).  Don't  skimp  on  the  the 
tape-  too  much  is  better  than  too  little.  Incidentally,  the  reason  for  the  brown  Kraft 
tape  is  so  that  the  Post  Office  stamp  can  be  affixed  to  it  without  smearing.  Plastic 
tape  or  duct  tape  is  not  accepted  by  most  post  offices. 

Address  the  package  carefully,  make  sure  your  return  address  is  on  it,  and  away  you  go. 
These  instructions  apply  to  both  INSURED  and  REGISTERED  INSURED  letters/packages. 

TYPES  OF  COVERAGE: 

INSURED,  FIRST  CLASS:  While  the  maximum  coverage  on  Insured  is  now  at  $400.00,  it  is 
suggested  that  any  coins/valuables  with  a  value  over  $200.00  be  sent  via  REGISTERED 
INSURED  mail.  A  quick  check  of  the  rates  in  the  two  appropriate  tables  below  will 
confirm  this  is  the  prudent  action  to  take. 

The  current  (June  1,  1986)  rates  for  Insured  First  Class  are: 


$0.01  to  $25.00  .  $0.50 

25.01  to  50.00  .  1.10 

50.01  to  100.00  .  1.40  NOTE:  Check  with  your  post- 

100.01  to  150.00  .  1.80  master  for  the  latest  rates 

150.01  to  200.00  .  2.10  as  these  may  no  longer  be 

200.01  to  300.00  .  3.00  valid. 

300.01  to  400.00  .  3.70 

400.01  to  500.00  .  4.40 
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LIABILITY  FOR  INSURED  MAIL  IS  LIMITED  TO  $500.00 

Insured  First  Class  parcels  are  signed  for  by  the  recipient  (or  his  agent),  upon 
delivery  and  the  post  office  retains  the  slip.  When  mailing  the  package,  the  sender 
receives  a  receipt  which  includes  an  insurance  number  of  the  package,  the  amount  for 
which  it  was  insured,  the  date  it  was  sent  and  the  destination  city.  You  may  fill  in  the 
reverse  yourself,  indicating  the  full  address  and  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is 
being  sent.  Claims  may  be  filed  on  lost  packages  after  a  prescribed  period  subsequent 
to  mailing  and  the  total  insured  amount  will  be  recovered  by  the  sender  if  the  parcel  is 
not  located.  THIS  DOES  TAKE  TIME,  HOWEVER,  SO  BE  ADVISED.  Here's  a  little  tip  on 
mailing  Insured  First  class  parcels  -  you  can  speed  up  the  delivery  by  sending  it 
"Special  Handling". 

REGISTERED:  This  is  by  far  the  safest  way  to  send  merchandise,  and  quite  a  bit  more 
expensive  (except  in  the  $200+  -  $400  range).  YOU  MUST  SEND  COINS  THIS  WAY  IF  YOU  WANT 
COVERAGE  OVER  $400.00. 

The  current  (June  1,  1986)  rates  for  Registered  are: 


$0.00  to  $100  .  $3.60 

100.01  to  500  .  3.90 

500.01  to  1,000  .  4.25  NOTE:  Check  with  your  post- 

1,000.01  to  2,000  .  4.60  master  for  the  latest  rates 

2,000.01  to  3,000  .  4.90  as  these  may  no  longer  be 

3,000.01  to  4,000  .  5.30  valid. 

4,000.01  to  5,000  .  5.65 


MAXIMUM  COVERAGE  FOR  REGISTERED  MAIL  IS  $25,000.00  PER  PACKAGE. 

The  major  difference  from  Insured  First  Class  is  that  Registered  mail  is  accounted  for 
and  signed  for  at  each  location  along  the  way  to  the  recipient.  Postal  employees  are 
therefore  a  good  deal  more  conscientious  when  handling  Registered  Mail  because  they  are 
held  accountable  for  it  by  way  of  their  signature.  Any  lost  article  can  be  traced  to  the 
point  where  the  receipt  signature  ceased. 

Again,  the  recipient  signs  upon  receipt  and  the  post  office  retains  the  form.  The 
receipt  the  sender  receives  at  the  time  he  mails  the  package  is  much  more  complete  than 
the  Insured  one,  as  it  lists  full  addresses  of  both  the  sender  and  the  recipient,  the 
Registry  number  of  the  parcel,  the  total  cost  breakdown  including  the  amount  it  is 
registered  for,  and  as  on  the  Insured,  the  round,  dated  post  office  stamp. 

NEVER  SEND  COINS  OR  ANYTHING  OF  VALUE  BY  CERTIFIED  MAIL! 

This  method  offers  no  protection  whatsoever  and  if  lost,  you  cannot  recover  any  part  of 
its  value.  It  is  strictly  a  method  to  make  certain  a  letter  or  parcel  IS  delivered.  If 
it's  not,  you  have  no  recourse. 


RETURN  RECEIPT 

For  a  small  additional  fee  (currently  $0.70),  you  may  put  a  return  receipt  card  on  the 
letter  or  package  which,  when  returned,  will  be  your  confirmation  that  it  was  received. 
Who  accepted  it  and  the  date  it  was  delivered  will  also  be  included  on  the  form  when  it 
is  returned  to  you. 
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Remember  To  Pay  Your  Dues  -  Aug.  1st  Is  The  Start  Of  A  New  Club  Year! 


Price  Tlie  Emfz>a.tztz  ZLed  E  rr  r~  ra  er  s  Stood 
by  Michael  K.  Garofalo,  R-792,  NH 

The  title  of  this  article  was  taken  from  a  line  of  "The  Concord  Hymn"  by  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson.  The  most  famous  stanza  is: 

By  the  rude  bridge  that  arched  the  flood. 

Their  flag  to  April's  breeze  unfurled; 

Here  once  the  embattled  farmers  stood. 

And  fired  the  shot  heard  round  the  world. 

I  decided  to  find  that  bridge,  to  see  where  the  farmers  stood  and  to  listen  for  the 
echoes  of  that  famous  shot.  A  trip  to  Lexington  and  Concord  provided  me  with  memories  of 
5th  grade  history  lessons  and  a  new  appreciation  for  the  Patriot  Half  Dollar. 

Boston  in  the  1770' s  was  known  as  the  "Metropolis  of  Sedition".  The  presence  of  royal 
troops  provoked  the  Boston  Massacre  on  March  5,  1770  and  a  defiant  demonstration  against 
the  crown  occurred  on  December  16,  1773  -  the  Boston  Tea  Party.  The  colony  of 
Massachusetts  had  formed  a  special  Committee  of  Safety,  whose  job  was  to  provide  a  home 
militia  and  keep  the  necessary  stores  for  it.  John  Hancock  was  appointed  head  of  this 
committee.  These  military  supplies  were  to  be  stored  at  various  sites  outside  of  Boston. 
The  town  of  Concord,  some  18  miles  distant,  was  one  of  these  sites. 
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The  Provincial  Congress  met  in  Concord,  in  defiance  of  the  crown,  on  April  15,  1775. 
John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams,  who  had  attended,  went  to  Lexington  to  stay  with  the 
Reverend  Jonas  Clarke.  The  next  day  Paul  Revere  observed  that  the  British  were  planning 
an  expedition  into  the  countryside  with  a  significant  number  of  troops.  He  rode  to 
Lexington  to  warn  Hancock  and  Adams. 

Returning  to  Boston,  Revere  devised  a  plan  with  a  Colonel  Conant  that  if  the  British 
were  to  move  by  water  -  2  lanterns  would  be  displayed  in  the  steeple  of  the  North  Church 
in  Boston  and  1  lantern  if  by  land.  At  10:30  PM  on  Tuesday,  April  18th,  2  lanterns  were 
hung  in  the  steeple  of  the  Old  North  Church.  A  British  detachment  of  700  men  assembled 
at  the  foot  of  Boston  Common  under  the  command  of  Lt.  Colonel  Francis  Smith  of  the  10th 
Regiment . 

Revere  rode  to  Lexington  and  was  joined  there  by  William  Davis.  Together  they  set  out 
for  Concord.  They  were  overtaken  on  the  Concord  road  by  Dr.  Samuel  Prescott,  who  joined 
them  in  this  venture.  At  12:30  AM  on  Wednesday  the  19th,  the  bell  in  the  belfry  that 
stood  on  Lexington  green  rang  out  the  alarm  and  the  Lexington  Minute  Men,  130  in  number, 
began  to  assemble. 

At  the  same  time  Dawes  and  Prescott  were  riding  200  yards  behind  Revere  when  the  latter 
was  surprised  by  British  officers  on  patrol.  Revere  was  captured  and  thus  ended  his 
famous  ride.  Dawes  turned  back  toward  Lexington  and  made  good  his  escape.  Prescott 
safely  arrived  in  Concord  at  2:00  AM  and  alerted  the  town. 
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By  early  morning  the  British  troops  arrived  at  Lexington  green.  Captain  Pitcairn  ordered 
the  rebels  to  surrender.  The  Patriots,  under  orders  of  Captain  Parker  began  to  file 
away.  Suddenly,  a  shot  rang  out  and  a  volley  from  the  British  Platoon  was  returned.  More 
gunfire  continued.  With  bayonets  fixed  the  British  Regulars  advanced.  Eight  Patriots 
were  killed  and  ten  more  were  wounded. 

The  British  continued  on  towards  Concord.  There,  the  Minute  Men  had  a  force  of  about  400 
men.  The  skirmish  was  quickly  over  when  the  British  realized  that  they  did  not  have 
vastly  superior  numbers.  In  comparison  to  the  action  at  Lexington,  casualties  were  light 
on  both  sides.  However,  the  British  succeeded  in  destroying  all  the  stores  of  muskets, 
flints,  powder  and  cannon  that  they  could  find,  before  returning  to  Boston.  American 
snipers  made  good  use  of  the  bright  red  British  uniforms  and  the  return  to  the  safety  of 
the  British  guns  in  Charlestown  Harbor  proved  to  be  a  costly  one  as  73  British  soldiers 
were  killed,  174  wounded  and  26  missing.  American  losses  were  49  killed,  41  wounded  and 
5  missing.  The  fight  for  American  independence  had  begun,  at  Lexington  and  Concord! 

From  1775  until  1870,  no  official  memorial  to  those  valiant  Patriots  had  been  erected. 
In  fact,  with  the  notable  exception  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson's  "Concord  Hymn'"  written  and 
first  sung  on  July  4,  1837  in  Concord,  no  tribute  to  those  brave  Minute  Men  had  been 
delivered.  A  resident  of  Concord,  Ebenezer  Hubbard,  died  in  1870.  Mr  Hubbard  was  a  Civil 
War  veteran  and  he  bequeath  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  the  town  of  Concord  for  the  erection  of 
just  such  a  memorial.  Another  resident  of  Concord  was  Daniel  Chester  French,  an 
aspiring  sculptor  of  23  years  of  age.  He  was  approached  by  the  Town  Monument  Committee 
and  he  graciously  accepted  the  challenge.  French  rented  a  studio  in  Boston  and  during 
the  winter  of  1873-74  he  modelled  the  "Grand  Concord  Man"  statue  in  clay  and  then  cast 
it  in  plaster.  The  Ames  Foundry,  of  Chicopee,  Massachusetts,  was  contracted  to  cast  the 
plaster  model  in  bronze. 

Judge  James  Hoar,  at  that  time  a  representative  from  Concord  in  Congress,  proposed  an 
Act  of  Congress  authorizing  10  pieces  of  condemned  brass  cannon  be  given  to  Concord  to 
help  defray  the  expense  of  casting  the  statue  in  bronze.  In  September  of  1874  the 
statue  was  nearly  completed,  lacking  only  a  base.  The  pedestal  was  designed  by  J. 
Elliot  Cabot  of  Concord  and  was  quickly  approved  by  the  Committee.  It  contained  the 
immortal  Emerson  stanza. 

The  official  dedication  of  the  statue  was  to  take  place  on  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the 
battle  -  April  19,  1875.  However,  being  a  Sunday,  only  memorial  and  worship  services 
were  held.  On  Monday,  April  20th,  official  dedication  services  commenced.  With  a  light 
snow  falling  and  a  temperature  of  26  degrees.  President  Ulysses  S.  Grant  officially 
dedicated  the  statue.  It  was  reported  that  100,000  people  attended  these  services.  One, 
who  was  missing,  was  Daniel  Chester  French.  He  was  abroad  in  Florence,  Italy  and  was 
unable  to  attend  the  Public  unveiling  of  his  first  work.  His  father  attended  the 
ceremony  and  by  letter  reported  to  young  Daniel  that  his  work  had  been  well  received. 

The  "Grand  Concord  Man"  stood  his  silent  vigil  for  nearly  50  years.  Then,  in  1923,  the 
Sesquicentennial  of  the  Battles  of  Lexington  and  Concord  was  but  two  years  away.  The 
Town  Committees  of  Lexington  and  Concord  Pressured  Congress  to  authorize  a  coin  to 
commemorate  the  Sesquicentennial  and  to  help  defray  the  celebration  costs.  The  Act  of 
January  14,  1925  authorized  the  coin  and  provided  for  the  minting  at  Philadelphia  of  not 
over  300,000  pieces.  The  Lexington  Committee,  independent  of  the  Concord  Committee, 
contacted  Mr.  Chester  Beach,  who  had  designed  the  Monroe  Doctrine  commemorative  half 
dollar  in  1922-23.  Unbeknownst  to  the  Lexington  Committee,  Concord  also  contacted  Mr. 
Beach.  Beach  agreed  with  both  committees  and  they  jointly  shared  his  $1,250  fee.  The 
Concord  Committee  wanted  control  of  the  obverse  design  of  the  coin  and  the  Lexington 
Committee  wanted  control  of  the  reverse  design. 

Philip  Holden,  a  Concord  artist,  designed  a  drawing  of  the  Grand  Concord  Man  statue 
which  was  modified  by  Beach.  Attorney  Edward  C.  Stone  of  Lexington,  provided  Beach  with 
photographs  of  the  Old  Belfry  on  Lexington  Green.  The  original  belfry  was  destroyed  in 
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1909.  Beach  submitted  his  revised  obverse  and  reverse  plaster  models  to  James  Earle 
Fraser,  sculptor  member  of  the  Federal  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  who  quickly  approved  them 
and  forwarded  them  to  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  for  coining. 

Both  town  committees  formed  a  joint  enterprise  called  the  United  States 
Lexington-Concord  Sesquicentennial  Commission.  The  purpose  of  this  commission  was  to 
handle  the  sales  of  these  coins  and  return  the  profits  to  the  towns.  The  issue  price  was 
$1.00  per  coin,  thus  profiting  the  commission  $.50  on  each  coin  sold.  During  the  3  day 
celebration  and  for  a  period  afterward,  approximately  60,000  coins  were  sold  (39,000 
from  Lexington  and  21,000  from  Concord).  Distribution  of  the  coins  was  handled  through 
the  Lexington  Trust  Company  and  the  Concord  National  Bank. 

The  Sesquicentennial  celebration  was  held  from  Saturday,  April  18th,  until  Monday,  April 
20th.  Again,  since  the  19th  was  a  Sunday  only  religious  services  were  held.  On  Monday, 
April  20,  1925,  as  in  1875,  a  light  snow  fell  and  the  temperature  was  in  the  20  degree 
range.  President  Calvin  Coolidge  was  invited  to  attend  and  open  the  festivities.  In 
spite  of  the  inclement  weather,  the  crowd  was  estimated  at  175,000  people. 

Although  300,000  coins  were  authorized,  only  162,000  were  struck.  Only  86  coins  were 
returned  to  the  mint  in  Philadelphia  for  remelting,  leaving  a  net  mintage  of  161,914 
pieces,  excluding  99  reserved  for  assay  purposes. 

The  commission  authorized  that  small  pine  boxes  with  a  slide  arrangement  top  should  be 
made  to  house  the  coins.  At  the  time  of  distribution,  the  coins  and  boxes  were 
affectionately  known  as  "Minute  Men  in  a  Coffin".  The  front  of  the  box  would  bear  a  blue 
ink  stamping  of  the  Minute  Man  statue  and  the  reverse  would  display  the  Old  Belfry. 
Although  the  number  of  boxes  made  is  unknown,  the  survival  rate  of  these  sturdy  little 
pine  boxes  was  much  greater  than  most  of  their  paper  counterparts. 

Today  the  Lexington-Concord  Sesquicentennial  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  is  indeed  one  of 
the  more  common  commemorative  coins.  True  gem  specimens  are  exceptionally  scarce.  All 
coins  sold  in  the  little  pine  boxes  should  display  a  light  green  toning  caused  by  the 
interaction  of  the  soft  pine  wood  with  the  silver  metal.  Purchasers  should  also  examine 
the  box  supplied  with  the  coin  to  attest  to  its  originality.  It  seems  that  copies  of 
these  boxes  are  being  made  today  in  the  Far  East.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  there  are 
two  ways  of  determining  whether  or  not  the  box  presented  before  you  is  original.  They 
are . . . 

1.  Either  the  1775  or  the  1925  date  will  be  depressed  slightly  into  the  surface  of  the 
box.  However,  that  can  easily  be  duplicated  by  any  unscrupulous  individual. 

2.  The  imitation  boxes  that  I  have  examined  have  one  unmistakable  flaw.  They  are  not 
made  of  pine.  If  you  can  educate  yourself  to  pine's  characteristics,  you  can  then  feel 
comfortable  paying  that  extra  $50.00  to  $100.00  for  the  nice  original  holder. 


The  next  time  you  look  at  your  Lexington-Concord  commemorative,  remember  the  sufferings, 
sacrifices  and  successes  of  all  those  chronicled  here.  You'll  have  a  lot  more  respect 
for  the  "Minute  Men  in  a  Coffin". 
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Buying  T  ips  —  Albany 

by  Ray  Mercer,  #20,  CT. 

Luster 

The  luster  inherent  to  the  Albany  commemorative  can  be  most  easily  described  as 
"brilliant".  Strong,  impressive,  highlights  can  be  found  on  the  vast  majority  of 
original  examples.  The  obverse  tends  to  project  a  bold  mint  blast  and  complete  cartwheel 
effects  are  not  unusual.  The  reverse  tends  to  be  a  little  bit  more  frosty  in  nature  and 
usually  lacks  the  dazzling  highlights  common  to  its  corresponding  obverse.  However,  all 
in  all,  the  Albany  may  be  described  as  a  brilliant  and  flashy  coin. 

Unfortunately,  over  the  years,  numismatic  abuse  in  the  form  of  dipping  and  cleaning  has 
taken  its  toll  on  these  comparatively  low  mintage  (17,671)  coins.  After  a  little  field 
work,  coupled  with  educated  comparison,  you  will  find  the  majority  of  Albany  halves 
being  offered  on  today's  commercial  marketplace  have  experienced  multiple  dipping  at  one 
time  or  another.  Virgin  specimens  are  becoming  very  hard  to  find  as  the  demand  for  these 
coins  increases  in  its  intensity. 

The  lack  of  original  specimens  can  probably  be  traced  to  the  fact  that  the  Albany 
possesses  such  rich,  natural,  highlights  that  people  were  very  tempted  to  dip  these 
coins  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  dipping  would  somehow  "enhance"  their  already 
vibrant  luster.  Obviously  they  were  wrong,  but  this  mistake  has  set  a  dangerous  stage 
for  the  ill-informed  buyer.  Due  to  the  lustrous  nature  of  the  issue,  often  times  a 
novice  will  overlook  a  mildly  dipped-out  example  if  comparison  is  not  used  before  a 
casual  purchase.  With  this  in  mind,  it  is  wise  to  study  the  highlights  and  contrast  on  a 
number  of  examples  BEFORE  making  a  financial  decision. 

Strike 

As  a  rule,  weakness  of  strike  is  not  a  problem  with  the  vast  majority  of  Albany  halves. 
On  the  obverse,  the  beaver  is  normally  well  defined  and  on  the  reverse  -  Dongan, 
Livingston,  and  Schuyler  are  generally  well  struck.  The  only  aberration  to  this  rule  is 
that  you  will  sometimes  discover  an  excessive  lack  of  detail  on  the  eagle  hovering  over 
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the  trio.  This  weakness  occasionally  extends  over  to  the  hair/facial  detail  on  the  men 
to  the  right,  but  I  have  only  encountered  a  small  number  of  examples  where  this  weakness 
was  strong  enough  to  actually  disturb  the  overall  eye  appeal  of  the  coin. 

Marks 

Believe  it  or  not,  up  until  a  few  years  ago,  it  really  wasn't  that  difficult  to  locate 
examples  that  were  fairly  free  of  any  significant  bag  or  track  marks!  All  that  it 
usually  took  was  a  little  patience  and  a  willing  check  book  to  hunt  down  an  impressive 
specimen  for  one's  collection.  I  suspect  this  welcome  atmosphere  could  be  traced  to  some 
extra  care  taken  on  the  part  of  the  Commission  while  they  handled  the  distribution  of 
these  coins  as  exceptional  specimens  were  not  that  all  rare  a  find!  In  fact,  locating  a 
true  MS-65-1-  Albany  was  at  one  time  considered  a  "modest"  project  at  best. 

However,  popularity,  combined  with  a  relatively  low  mintage,  has  finally  succeeded  in 
taking  its  toll  and  examples  displaying  detracting  marks  have  lately  become  the  norm  on 
today's  marketplace  mainly  due  to  attrition.  These  specimens  will  usually  display  bag  or 
track  marks  on  the  important  focal  point  of  the  beaver's  body  -  especially  the  sensitive 
hip  area.  On  the  reverse,  Dongan's  coat  will  often  display  a  nasty  whack  or  two  as  will 
Livingston  and  Schuyler. 

Of  course,  another  thing  to  check  for  is  slide  marks  running  across  the  center  length  of 
the  beaver  and  the  reverse  trio.  Often  times,  obverse  slide  marks  were  created  by  an 
owner  moving  the  coin  in  and  out  of  its  original,  cardboard  tab.  If  present,  hairlines 
from  cleaning  can  be  uncovered  by  slowly  tipping  &  rotating  a  specimen  underneath  a 
direct  light  so  as  to  encourage  a  contrast  to  reflect  between  the  hairlines  and 
surrounding  areas.  Although  planchet  abrasion  tends  to  run  very  light  (if  at  all)  on 
this  issue,  try  not  to  confuse  it  with  "rub"  on  the  hip  of  the  beaver. 

Toning 

Because  of  the  impressive  nature  of  the  Albany's  luster,  its  toning  can  frequently  take 
on  a  simply  breathtaking  effect!  A  pleasing  variety  of  iridescent  hues,  especially  on 
the  obverse,  can  be  created  from  long  storage  in  its  issuing  card.  However,  in  the  case 
of  many  dramatically  toned  examples,  the  reverse  will  often  fall  a  little  short  of  the 
kaleidoscopic  progression  of  colors  seen  on  its  obverse.  This  may  be  traced  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  reverse  was  frequently  inserted  face  down  in  the  holder,  plus  its 
surfaces  are  more  granular/frosty  in  nature  than  its  smooth/br illiant  obverse.  Another 
point  to  remember  is  that  the  cardboard  tabs  sometimes  had  holes  in  their  centers  and  a 
toning  "patch"  may  appear  in  the  center  of  the  coin. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  even  after  repeated  dipping,  the  tab  mark  toning  has  a 
tendency  to  slowly  reappear  on  many  specimens.  Of  course,  the  color  loses  its  original 
fire  and  appears  quite  dead,  but  this  pale  reoccurrence  is  still  a  handy  tip-off  that  a 
specimen  has  been  improperly  treated.  Unfortunately,  as  with  all  commemoratives , 
artificially  toned  Albanys  are  far  from  rare  in  today's  showcases.  In  fact,  many  pieces 
are  artificially  toned  and  then  a  bogus  tab-mark  outline  is  painted  out  by  using  a 
watered  down  solution  of  coin  dip.  One  of  these  easiest  ways  to  tell  a  "painted  out" 
example  is  to  cup  your  hand  over  the  coin  in  question  -  frequently,  you  will  be  able  to 
see  the  solution's  "stain"  and  a  distinct  perimeter  where  the  phony  toning  ends. 

Summary 

The  typical,  ORIGINAL,  Albany  displays  brilliant,  well  highlighted  luster  and  a  strong 
strike.  Check  for  detracting  marks  on  the  beaver  (especially  the  hip)  and  the  garments 
on  the  reverse  trio  (especially  Dongan's  coat  -  he's  the  guy  on  the  left!).  When 
encountered,  examples  that  have  been  long  residing  in  their  original  holders  display 
impressive  toning  in  regards  to  color  and  projection.  Look  for  specimens  exhibiting 
their  original  surfaces  and,  through  comparison,  learn  how  to  avoid  numismat ical ly 
abused  examples. 
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COMMEMORATIVE  RESEARCH  PROJECT  PROPOSAL 


Michael  J.  Sullivan 
SCC  JA  #5 


Being  a  numismatic  bibliophile  with  an  interest  in  commemorative  coins  I  have  been 
disappointed  with  auction  catalogue  descriptions  of  proof  commemoratives  and  commemoratives  in 
original  holders.  Unlike  1804  silver  dollars,  1793  large  cents,  and  other  rarities  that  are  usually 
accompanied  by  lengthly  descriptions  including  pedigrees,  previous  auction  results,  and  historical 
information  very  little  information  accompanies  commemorative  coin  descriptions.  Why  is  this  so? 

An  obvious  response  is  that  commemoratives  do  not  realize  the  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
that  many  other  rarities  do.  Therefore,  dealers  do  not  devote  the  same  amount  of  catalogue  space  to 
commemoratives.  However,  the  problem  goes  a  step  further.  No  person  or  club  has  ever 
attempted  to  assemble  a  listing  of  auction  results  for  proof  and  original  holder  commemoratives.  If 
this  information  is  complied  and  made  available  to  collectors  and  dealers,  it  is  likely  that  the  "larger" 
numismatic  firms  will  start  to  enhance  their  auction  descriptions  by  providing  previous  auction 
results  and  possibly  pedigree  information. 

The  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  can  compile  auction  and  fixed  price  list  records 
in  three  areas:  1)  proofs;  2)  special  related  items;  and  3)  commemoratives  in  original  holders. 
Although  this  project  may  sound  unsurmountable  for  our  young  organization,  it  is  time  that  we 
embark  on  a  long  range  project  for  the  survival,  promotion,  and  educational  benefits  of  our  club. 
Other  organizations,  such  as  the  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors,  decided  to  undertake  long 
range  projects  during  or  shortly  after  their  formation.  The  projects  led  to  greater  awareness  of  their 
hobby  and  organization.  I  know  we  can  follow  suit. 

How  should  the  project  work?  I  would  like  to  see  a  feature  section,  this  being  the  first 
installment,  titled  "Commem  Auction/Fixed  Price  List  Records  -  Past  and  Present."  The  feature 
section  would  consist  of  auction  and  fixed  price  list  records  supplied  by  SCC  members. 
Eventually,  the  records  would  be  compiled  into  a  handbook  for  collectors.  Although  approximately 
8,000  auction  catalogues  and  thousand  of  fixed  price  lists  have  been  issued  since  the  debut  of  the 
Columbia  Half  Dollar  in  1892,  if  we  work  together  as  a  club  this  project  can  be  successfully 
tackled. 

Before  we  undertake  this  project  we  need  to  answer  the  following  questions: 

1)  Do  members  agree  with  my  view  that  the  project  is  valuable? 

2)  What  format  do  you  feel  is  best  for  listing  the  information? 

3)  How  should  the  project  be  organized? 

If  we  decide  to  go  ahead  with  the  project,  information  will  be  provided  in  the  next  issue  of  The 
Commemorative  Trail  detailing  how  to  submit  information,  etc. 

To  get  the  ball  rolling,  I  searched  through  all  of  Bowers  &  Ruddy  and  Bowers  &  Merena 
auction  catalouges  from  1972-1984.  You  will  see  that  only  27  proofs  were  offered  ranging  in  price 
from  $68-15,000.  More  interesteing,  however,  is  the  fact  that  only  18  commemoratives  in  original 
holders  were  offered  excluding  the  Schreeder,  April,  1979,  and  Nichols,  November,  1984, 
hoards.  Without  any  further  commentary,  here  is  what  I  found  (note  -  "me"  stands  for  original 
mailing  envelope): 


PROOF  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


The  Arkansas  Centennial  Half  Dollar  (1938) 


Marks 

11/72 

716  (lot  #) 

Matte  Proof 

225  (price) 

-PDS  set 

The  California 

Diamond 

Jubilee  Half  Dollar  (1925-S) 

Marks 

11/72 

718 

Sandblast  Pr 

130 

The  World's  Columbian 

Exposition  Half 

Dollar  (1892) 

Marks 

11/72 

719 

Bril  Pr 

68 

Marks 

11/72 

720 

Bril  Pr 

75 

Blauvelt 

2/77 

1930 

Bril  Pr 

250 

Garrett  2 

3/80 

814 

Choice  Pr 

6250 

Sieck 

8/81 

1658 

Bril  Pr-65 

1300 

Sieck 

8/81 

2171 

Pr-63 

650 

The  Grant  Memorial  With  Star  Half  Dollar  (1922) 

Marks  1 1/72  724  Sandblast  Pr  750 


The  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar  (1928) 


Marks  1 1/72 

Williams  9/79 


725  Sandblast  Pr  1250 

1212  Matte  Pr-65  11,000 


Illinois  Centennial  Half  Dollar  (1918) 


Marks  1 1/72  726 


Bril  Pr 


270 


The  Isabella  Quarter  Dollar  (1893) 


Marks 

11/72 

711 

Bril  Pr 

160 

Marks 

11/72 

713 

Gem  Bril  Pr 

255 

Blauvelt 

2/77 

1916 

Bril  Pr 

525 

Fairfield 

10/77 

2639 

Bril  Pr 

575 

Branigan 

8/78 

1688 

Pr-55 

1350 

Garrett  2 

3/80 

813 

Choice  Pr 

15,000 

Jefferson,  Lousiana  Purchase  Gold  Dollar  (1903) 


Brand  1 

11/83 

466 

Pr-63 

3900 

Lewis  and 

Clark  Exposition 

Gold  Dollar  (1904) 

Marks 

11/72 

729 

Bril  Pr 

960 

Winthrop 

9/75 

653 

Bril  Pr 

1600 

McKinley, 

Lousiana  Purchase  Gold  Dollar  (1903) 

Champa 

5/72 

1123 

Bril  Pr 

650 

Marks 

11/72 

728 

Bril  Pr. 

625 

Brand  1 

11/83 

461 

Pr  67-65 

6350 

Brand  2 

6/84 

1515 

Bril  Pr-65 

7150 

New  Rochelle,  New  York,  1 

Half  Dollar  (1938) 

Dodson 

6/84 

3045 

Matte  Pr-65 

8800 

The  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition 

Half  Dollar  (1915-S) 

Herstal 

2/74 

1024 

Choice  Bril  Pr 

250 

RELATED  COMMEMORATIVE  ITEMS 


The  Cleveland  Centennial/Great  Lakes  Exposition  Half  Dollar  (1936)  with 
the  1941  Western  Reserve  Club  Counterstamp 

Austin  6/74  936  Choice  Bu  220 

Sieck  8/81  1656  ms-67  500 

1892  Columbia  Exposition  Half  Dollar  Original  Die 

Marks  11/72  1164  450 

-die  #7  -  Philadelphia,  cancelled 

The  Grant  Memorial  With  Star  Uniface  Patterns  (1922) 

Terrell  5/78  1053  matte  pr  2675 

-from  the  James  Earle  Fraser  estate 

-two  pieces  (one  of  the  obverse  and  one  of  the  reverse)  on  a 
large  heavy  nickel  planchet 


New  Rochelle,  New  York,  Half  Dollar  (1938)  Related  Items 

Dodson  6/84  3046  2200 

-special  holders  and  a  6/1983  New  Rochelle,  NY  Token 


COMMEMORATIVES  IN  ORIGINAL  HOLDERS 


The  Albany  Charter  Half  Dollar  (1936) 


Schreeder 

4/79 

1699 

ms-67 

950  me 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1700 

ms-65 

310  me 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1701 

ms-63 

360 

-two  pieces  in  an  original  holder  for  5  pieces 

The  Battle  of  Antietam  Half  Dollar  (1937) 

l, 

Schreeder  4/79  1702 

-4  coins  in  original  holder  for  5,  me,  issuer  letter 
Schreeder  4/79  1703 

-4  coins  in  original  holder  for  5,  me 
Schreeder  4/79  1704 

Arkansas  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1937 


ms-67 

ms-65 

ms-65 


975 

975 

360 


Schreeder 

4/79 

1705 

ms-65 

300 

-3  piece  set 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1706 

ms-65 

310 

-3  piece  set 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1707 

ms-65 

288 

-3  piece  set 

Sipe/Ness 

1/84 

59 

ms-65 

742.50 

-3  piece  set,  shipping  box,  and  Stack's  advertisement 

Sipe/Ness 

1/84 

60 

ms-65 

632.50 

-3  piece  set,  shipping  box,  and  Stack's  advertisement 

Nichols 

11/84 

1137 

ms  63-65 

550 

-3  pieces,  Stacks  Advertisement 

Nichols 

11/84 

1138 

ms  63-65 

550 

-3  pieces,  Stacks  Advertisement 

Nichols 

11/84 

1139 

ms  63-65 

357.50 

-3  pieces.  Stacks  Advertisement 


1938 


Schreeder 

4/79 

1708 

ms-65 

451 

-3  piece  set 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1709 

ms-65 

450 

-3  piece  set 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1710 

ms-65 

440 

-3  piece  set 

1939 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1711 

ms-65 

1200 

-3  piece  set 

The  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial 

Half  Dollar 

1937 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1719 

ms-67 

700 

1938 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1720 

ms-67 

1900 

The  Bridgeport,  Connecticut, 

Centennial  Half  Dollar  (1936) 

River  Oaks 

11/76 

1478 

Gem  Bu 

290 

-3  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1712 

ms-67 

220 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1713 

ms-67 

210 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1714 

ms-67 

450 

-3  pieces,  me 

Schreeder  4/79 

1715 

ms-67 

350 

-3  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1716 

ms-67 

380 

-3  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1717 

ms-65 

350 

-3  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1718 

ms-65 

250 

-2  pieces 
Nichols 

11/84 

1160 

ms  65-67 

1045 

-3  pieces  in 
Nichols 

orig  blue  and  gold  cardboard  case 
11/84  1161 

ms  65-67 

1045 

-3  pieces  in 
Nichols 

orig  blue  and  gold  cardboard  case 
11/84  1162 

ms  65-67 

1210 

-3  pieces  in 
Nichols 

orig  blue  and  gold  cardboard  case 
11/84  1163 

ms  65-67 

1320 

-3  pieces  in 
Nichols 

orig  blue  and  gold  cardboard  case 
11/84  "  1164 

ms  65-67 

1100 

-3  pieces  in 

orig  blue  and  gold  cardboard  case 

The  Cincinnati  Half  Dollar  (1936  PDS) 


Williams 

9/79 

1198 

ms-65 

1800 

Williams 

9/79 

1199 

ms-65 

1700 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1721 

ms-65 

1030  me 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1722 

ms-63 

925 

Sieck 

8/81 

2164 

ms-67 

2750 

-8th  set  struck 

Hatie 

8/83 

1686 

ms-65 

1595 

Sipe/Ness 

1/84 

106 

ms-65 

1540  me 

Nichols 

11/84 

1166 

ms-65 

1650 

Nichols 

11/84 

1167 

ms-65 

1485 

The  Cleveland 

Centennial 

Half  Dollar  (1936) 

Sieck 

8/81 

2165 

ms-67 

400 

-8th  set  struck,  black  leatherette  holder 


The  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar  (1936  PDS) 


#, 


Schreeder 

4/79 

1723 

ms-67 

650 

-me,  official  letter 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1724 

ms-67 

700 

-me,  official  letter 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1725 

ms-65 

650 

-official  letter 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1726 

ms-65 

525 

-official  letter 

Nichols 

11/84 

1171 

ms-65 

2310 

-2  orig  holders,  3  coins  in  each,  me 

The  Connecticut  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar  (1935) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1727 

ms-67 

625 

-3  pieces,  me 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1728 

ms-67 

725 

-4  pieces 

The  Delaware  Swedish  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

(1936) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1729 

ms-67 

340 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1730 

ms-65 

390 

-2  pieces  in  original  holder  for  5, 
Schreeder  4/79 

me,  acknowledgement  card 

1731  ms-65 

670 

-4  pieces  in  original  holder  for  5,  me,  subscription  application 


The  Elgin  Centennial  Half  Dollar  (1936) 


Schreeder 

4/79 

1732 

ms-65 

850 

-6  pieces,  me 
Bridgeton 

12/80 

609 

ms-65 

2500 

-6  pieces 

The  Battle  of  Gettysburg!!  Half 

Dollar  (1936) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1733 

ms-67 

450 

-letter  from  issuing  authority 
Schreeder  4/79 

1734 

ms-67 

325 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1735 

ms-67 

650 

-2  pieces,  acknowledgement  card 

Schreeder  4/79  1736 

ms-65 

700 

-3  pieces,  me 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1737 

ms-65 

1300 

-6  pieces,  me,  letter  from  issuing  authority 

The  Lexingon-Concord  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar  (1925) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1738 

ms-63 

80 

The  Long  Island  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar  (1936) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1739 

ms-65 

360 

-5  pieces,  me 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1740 

ms-65 

160 

-2  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1741 

ms-65 

175 

-2  pieces 

The  Lynchburgh, 

Virginia,  Sesquicentennial  Half 

Dollar  (1936) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1742 

ms-65 

320 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1743 

ms-65 

675 

-4  pieces 

New  Rochelle,  New  York,  Half 

Dollar  (1938) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1744 

ms-67 

1300 

-5  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1745 

ms-65 

350 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1746 

ms-65 

580 

-2  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1747 

ms-65 

625 

-2  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1748 

ms-65 

550 

-2  pieces 


The  Norfolk,  Virginia,  Bicentennial  Half  Dollar 

(1936) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1749 

ms-67 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1750 

ms-67 

-2  pieces 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1751 

ms-67 

-4  pieces,  me 

The  Oregon  Trail 

Memorial  Half  Dollar 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1752 

ms-67 

-one  1926-S,  two  1936,  me 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1753 

ms-67 

—two  1936-S, 

one  1937-D 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1754 

ms-67 

-1937-D 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1755 

ms-67 

-1937-D 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1756 

ms-67 

-1938-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1757 

ms-67 

-1938-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1758 

ms-67 

-1938-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1759 

ms-67 

-1938-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1760 

ms-67 

-1938-PDS 

Nichols 

11/84 

1205 

ms-65 

-1938-PDS 

Nichols 

11/84 

1206 

ms-65 

-1938-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1761 

ms-67 

-1939-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1762 

ms-67 

-1939-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1763 

ms-67 

-1939-PDS 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1764 

ms-67 

-1939-PDS 

Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 

(1915-S) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1765 

ms-67 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1766 

ms-67 

Panama-Pacific  $50  Round 

Park  Forest 

10/80 

3916 

ms- 65 

-in  original  velvet  case 

360 

675 

975 

360 

525 

575 

360 

480 

480 

500 

480 

480 

1045 

1045 

775 

700 

650 

690 

1900 

1700 

49,000 


Panama-Pacific  4  Piece  Set  -  Octagonal 

Park  Forest  10/80  3910  ms  60-65  45,000 

-in  velvet  lined  case 

Panaman-Pacific  5  Pieces  Set  -  Velvet 


Romisa 

9/84 

522 

ms-67 

96,800 

-official  leatherette  case,  each  coin  mounted  in  purple  velvet 

Panama-Pacific 

Single  Set  - 

Copper  Frame 

Montgomery 

2/76 

2217 

Choice  BU 

26,000 

Branigan 

8/78 

1754 

BU 

31,500 

Romisa 

9/84 

521 

ms-65 

77,000 

Panama-Pacific 

Double  Set 

-  Copper  Frame 

Kensington 

12/75 

1074 

Gem  BU 

82,000 

Branigan 

8/78 

1753 

BU 

70,000 

The  Founding 

Providence, 

RI,  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar  (1936 

PDS) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1767 

ms-65 

310 

The  Roanoke  Island,  North 

Carolina,  Half  Dollar  (1937) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1768 

ms-67 

176 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1769 

ms-67 

300 

-2  pieces 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1770 

ms-67 

400 

-3  pieces 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1771 

ms-67 

625 

-5  pieces,  me,  acknowledgement  card 

The  Robinson-Arkansas  Centennial  Half  Dollar  (1936) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1772 

ms-67 

280 

-2  pieces 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1773 

ms-67 

310 

-3  pieces 

San  Diego-California-Pacific  Exposition  Half 

Dollar  (1936-S) 

Schreeder 

4/79 

1774 

ms-65 

185 

-2  pieces 


The  Texas  Centennial  Half  Dollar 


Schreeder  4/79  1775  ms-67  125 

-1934 

Schreeder  4/79  1776  ms-67  290 

-1936-PDS,  me,  acknowledgement 

Schreeder  4/79  1777  ms-67  380 

-1937-PDS,  me  acknowledgement 

Schreeder  4/79  1778  ms- 67  620 

-1938-PDS,  me,  issuer  letter 

Schreeder  4/79  1779  ms-67  650 

-1939-PDS,  me 

The  Vermont  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar  (1927) 

Schreeder  4/79  1780  ms-65  650 

The  Wisconsin  Territorial  Centennial  Half  Dollar  (1936) 


Schreeder  4/79  1781  ms-67  350 

-2  pieces,  me,  issuer  letter 

The  York  County,  Maine  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar  (1936) 


Schreeder 

4/79 

1782 

ms-67 

600 

-5  pieces, 
Schreeder 

me,  issuer  letter 

4/79 

1783 

ms-67 

640 

-5  pieces, 
Schreeder 

me,  issuer  letter 

4/79 

1784 

ms-67 

630 

-5  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1785 

ms-67 

510 

-4  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1786 

ms-67 

270 

-2  pieces 
Schreeder 

4/79 

1787 

ms-67 

295 

-2  pieces 
Nichols 

11/84 

1236 

ms-65 

2750 

-5  pieces, 
Nichols 

me 

11/84 

1237 

ms-65 

2750 

-5  pieces, 
Nichols 

me 

11/84 

1238 

ms-65 

2750 

-5  pieces, 
Nichols 

me 

11/84 

1239 

ms-65 

3025 

-5  pieces 


Die  Abrasions  Oar  Pi 


Abras ions ? 


by  Bill  Fivaz,  R-L66,  GA 

Upon  occasion,  either  in  print  or  in  a  lecture,  I  have  noted  that  reference  has  been  made  to  the  "roughness"  or 
not-fully-struck-up  portions  of  commemorative  as  being  the  result  of  "die  abrasion". 

This  is  really  not  the  proper  term  to  describe  this  characteristic,  as  "die  abrasion"  would  indicate  that 
something  had  abraded  or  scratched  the  DIE,  thereby  imparting  a  RAISED  aberration  on  the  coin.  This  is  not  what 
is  in  question  here. 

A  more  accurate  description  would  be  "PLANCHET  abrasion,"  and  even  this  is  somewhat  misleading.  I  thought  it 
might  help  everyone  understand  a  little  bit  better  if  we  examine  precisely  what  causes  this  roughness  on 
various  coins,  so  let's  take  a  closer  look  at  something  I  covered  a  couple  issues  ago  in  this  publication  -  the 
Minting  Process. 

In  order  for  any  coin  to  be  fully  struck  up  so  that  all  the  design  details  are  sharp  and  distinct,  there  must 
be:  (1)  properly  designed  dies  that  are  not  worn  or  damaged  in  any  way,  (2)  a  properly  annealed  (heated  and 
cooled)  planchet,  and  (3)  adequate  striking  pressure  from  the  dies  applied  to  that  planchet. 

Coins  struck  by  WORN  DIES  exhibit  a  weakness  in  areas  of  LOW  relief  on  the  coin,  usually  where  the  design  meets 
the  field,  while  a  coin  struck  with  inadequate  pressure,  a  WEAK  STRIKE,  will  show  weakness  in  the  areas  of  HIGH 
relief  (center  of  the  coin,  areas  where  wear  first  show,  etc.). 

Many  times  a  worn  dies  strike,  or  one  struck  on  an  improperly  annealed  planchet,  will  create  a  "rippled"  effect 
on  the  surface  of  the  coin  similar  in  appearance  to  the  skin  of  an  orange.  Understandably  then,  we  refer  to 
this  as  the  "orange  peel"  effect.  However,  it  is  the  second  of  these  problems,  the  WEAK  STRIKE,  that  we  are 
concerned  with  in  regard  to  the  subject  at  hand. 

Before  a  planchet  is  struck,  it  has  passed  through  several  stages  of  preparation,  constantly  hitting  and 
banging  against  other  blank  planchets  in  tumblers,  tote  bins,  etc.  This  metal-against-metal  contact  creates 
various  degrees  of  dings,  dents  and  scratches  on  the  planchet,  some  of  which  can  be  quite  severe.  The  first 
photo  shows  some  of  these  marks  on  an  unstruck  planchet. 

MARKS  ON  PLANCHET 

When  a  heavily  marked  up  planchet  enters  the  striking  chamber  (resting  on  the  lower  die  within  the  collar),  and 
is  struck  by  the  two  dies,  if  the  striking  pressure  is  inadequate  for  any  reason,  the  metal  from  the  planchet 
fails  to  flow  into  the  deepest  cavities  of  the  die's  design.  If  this  particular  area  that  is  not  fully  struck 
up  contains  some  of  the  more  prominent  planchet  marks,  they  will  not  be  obliterated  by  the  strike  and  show  as 
nicks  and  abrasions  on  the  coin.  This  is  PLANCHET  ABRASION. 

The  important  thing  to  remember  is  that  these  planchet  abrasions  "go  with  the  territory"  and  do  not  affect  the 
grade  of  the  coin.  To  be  sure,  they  may  certainly  affect  the  price,  especially  to  INCREASE  it  if  a  normally 
weakly  struck  area  is  fully  struck.  If  they  are  abnormally  severe,  it  should  be  mentioned  in  the  description  of 
the  coin.  To  differentiate  between  planchet  abrasions  and  post-striking  nicks  and  mishandling,  examine  the  area 
closely  and  make  certain  there  is  still  PLANCHET  LUSTER  (a  whitish,  frosty  appearance)  present,  and  not  sharp, 
shiny  marks  which  would  indicate  contact  with  other  coins  (metal  against  metal)  after  having  been  struck. 
Another  good  indication  of  planchet  abrasion  is  that  the  small  marks,  under  high  magnification,  will  exhibit 
rather  ROUNDED  edges,  so  produced  by  the  strike. 

Hopefully  this  little  article  has  cleared  up  the  confusion  in  describing  this  particular  feature  of  many  coins 
in  the  commemorative  series. 

Here  are  examples  of  a  blank  planchet  and  planchet  abrasion  on  some  of  the  more  popular  commemoratives . . . . 
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Mail  Bid  Auction 


3  Separate  Lots  1 


A  very  SPECIAL  thanks  is  in  line  for  BOB  WALTER  (Sam  Sloat,  Inc.),  R-301,  CT,  for  a  pair  of  fun,  BTW  lots!  LOT 
■  a  1946  BTW  (MS-60),  complete  with  an  official,  1947,  Bebee  (of  Chicago  in  those  days)  "Maradi  Gras" 
-  with  its  original  retail  price  of  $1.25!  The  coin  is  toned  and  obviously  belongs  with  the  envelope. 
Suggested  value  -  $20.  LOT  NUMBER  #2  -  an  honest  to  goodness  -  BTW  keychain!  Personally,  I  think  this  little 
item  is  really  super!  The  plastic  has  a  faint  yellow  cast  to  it  because  of  its  age  (I  have  never  seen  an 

original  that  didn  t)  and  the  coin  (1946)  grades  MS-60.  A  real  FUN  item!  Suggested  value  -  $20.  LOT  NUMBER  //3 

now  it’s  Don  Carmody's  (R-8,  CA)  turn  to  get  into  the  act!  This  is  the  same  PAN-PAC  EXPO  badge  featured  in 
our  last  auction  and  it  goes  to  prove  NO  MINIMUM  BID  IS  REQUIRED!  Don  snapped  this  little  gem  up  for  only  $25 
and  he  wasn't  even  wearing  a  ski  mask!  However,  he  donated  the  badge  back  again  to  give  somebody  else  a  chance! 
It's  in  great  condition  and  has  a  suggested  value  of  $60! 

Normal,  SOCIETY  mail-bid  rules  apply  -  ENTIRE  proceeds  go  to  OUR  CLUB!  Mail  your  sealed  bids  to  Helen  Carmody, 
P.0.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648.  Write  -  "SEALED  BID"  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope.  No  progressions * 
no  "buy"  bids  -  just  bid  your  top  price  and  hope  for  the  best!  One  shot  and  it's  over!  In  case  of  a  tie  -  FIRST 

POSTMARK  gets  it!  All  bids  will  be  opened  at  our  ANA  meeting  in  August,  so  YOU  BETTER  HURRY  as  once  Helen  & 

Don  leave  for  the  show  -  your  late  bid  is  VOID!  All  mail  bids  must  arrive  at  P.0.  Box  302  by  August  1st! 


